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AND 
NEWS OF THE CHURCHES. 


THE MONTH. 


Tue Czar’s recent visit to Berlin appears, whether with or without foundation, 
to have allayed to some extent the fears and rumours of impending war which have 
of late so seriously disquieted certain classes of the population both in Germany and 
France, That there was any serious ground for such reports, except as the possible 
result of circulating the reports themselves, could not by reflective men, conversant 
with the actual state of Europe, be regarded as having any rational foundation. 
However desirous France might be to avenge her late disasters, or to retrieve the 
reputation of her arms, it was clear that, as yet, she was in no position so to do, and 
in self-protection would avoid rather than seek any fresh cause of rupture with thé 
Power by which she had been so recently subdued. Germany, again, could have no 
motive to renew the conflict, but must desire simply to enjoy its fruits in peace. It 
is now apparent that the rumours had their origin in a desire to influence the 
financial schemes and transactions of the day; aud those by whom they were origi- 
nated have, it is stated, succeeded but too well in turning them to practical account. 
It is painful to be compelled to believe that men of high position in the commercial 
world—for such they are alleged to be—shou!d, for purposes of sordid gain, have 
wilfully circulated reports which were not only in themselves untrue, but calculated 
to provoke national animosities, and bring about the very perils which they falsely 
asserted to exist. It may be doubted, however, whether the statement so oppor- 
tunely put forth by the Government of France, that no misunderstanding existed 
between itself and the German Government, and that no “representation ” had been 


made to it by the latter on any subject whatsoever, was half so efficacious in allaying — 


the fears that had been excited, as the visit of the Emperor of Russia to Berlin. 
What has really been arranged between the two Sovereigns, at their meeting, amounts, 
in all probability, to this—that France must not,be molested or interfered with in 
her attempts to recruit her strength and to reorganize her army, but that, when those 
objects are achieved, should France attempt, whether from wounded pride or for 


vindictive purposes, to renew the struggle with her rival, she will find Russia allied 


with Germany, in the interests of European peace and order, to frustrate such an 
attempt or to render its success impossible. In fact, France has work enough, 
and work difficult enough, to do at home. The present is a crisis in her history. 
She has her own internal policy to settle, her cautious course to steer between the 
shoals and quicksands of antagonistic principles and parties. She has to prove to the 
world that her “ Conservative Republic” is capable of solving the problem which has 
so long perplexed and baffied her most earnest and accomplished statesmen—that of 

social order among the masses of her people with civil and religious 
freedom. Let France address herself to the fulfilment of this task, and she will find 


full scope for the employment of her highest energies, and whilst regaining her just 
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the various parishes, and the Bill which repeals the 15th, 16th, and 18th Articles of 
the Constitution. It is believed that all these measures—even the second, which 


Prince Bismarck has begun. : 

The reply of the Prussian Bishops to the Governmental rescript of the 9th of 
now before the world. They affirm, in substance, that the entire cha- 
the recent ecclesiastical legislation of Prussia is incompatible with the 


SFF 


having defined and promulgated them, individual conscience and belief had thence- 
forth only to submit! Protestants will see in this conclusion only ons of the worst 


without a grievous injury to conscience—without prostitution of the intellect, and deep 
dishonour to the moral sense in man. Passing from this point, the Prelates seek to 


The very remarkable speech of Count Munster, recently delivered at the National 
Club, has attracted no small share of public attention, and has been rather sharply 
criticized by the leading organs of the press. To be addressed in language which 
may seem to savour of remonstrance, and on subjects of domestic policy, by the 
accredited representatives of foreign Courts, can hardly be acceptable to the great 
majority of Englishmen, since, however well-intentioned or even sound may be the 
counsels offered, they are sure to be invested by those for whose benefit they are 
presumably given with a character more or less official. It is, in fact, impossible to 


_ separate an Ambassador from the high position which he fills, or to regard his utter- 


ances as other than those prompted, or at least inspired, by the policy of that Court 
whose representative he is. A prudent Envoy will therefore, whilst residing in a 
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| The most recent of the ecclesiastical laws which have been submitted for adop- 
tion to the Prussian Parliament are making rapid progress towards heir final and 
1 effective stage. In the Lower House the Bill for the suppression of the religious 
1 orders, or of monasteries and convents in Prussia, has passed; as has also the Bill 
; ichts of the Old Catholics to a participation in the Church property of 
12 was originally introdaced by = 
2 will, without difficulty, pass the Upper House. It is rumoured that, as regards those 
3 religious orders which are specially exempted from the operation of the Government 
| measure of suppression, the Bishops will complete the work of destruction which 
the 
Vatican Decrees, and predicted that capital would be made out of them against the 
Church—the weakness of their case most strikingly appears. The Bishops simply 
| answer that, however much some of their number might have opposed the Vatican 
dogmas before the Council had resolved on their adoption, they could not do so after- 
wards without apostatizing from the Church! Infallible authority, in other words, — 
, results of the abnegnation of the right of private judgment in matters of religion. 
5 — est kind, and it cannot be renounced 
1 fortify their position by reminding the Government that those very Bishops whose 
| personal judgment was against the Vatican Decrees have more recently protested 
with equal warmth, as injurious to the Church, against the ecclesiastical legislation 
| of Berlin. From this document, as a whole, it is clear that, under no pressure what- 
| soever of external circumstances, will one jot or tittle of the Papal pretensions be 
| surrendered or withdrawn. 
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foreign State, impose restrictions on himself, abridge his own liberty of speech, and 
be careful to avoid, or, at least, to speak guardedly on topics with which, officially, 
he has no manner of concern. Hence Mr. Disraeli, whilst apologizing in Parliament 
for Count Munster’s speech, was correct in describing it as not in accordance with 
diplomatic precedent or usage. It would, however, be unfair to censure too severely 
an address delivered under the exceptional circumstances in which the German 


Ambassador then found himself—the guest of a society, surrounded 
by sympathizing hearers, and desiring an opportunity y to set before an English 
audience the motives which prompt and tbe spiri inspires the anti-Papal 


policy of Germany. It is clear from the Counts speech that the German Parlia- 
ment and people, in their conflict with the Vatican, are prepared fully to appreciate 
whatever amount of moral support and sympathy is accorded them by England. It 
is also clear that, whilst the wide difference between their relations with the Church 
of Rome and ours precludes our imitation of their policy in its salient acts, and, in 
fact, renders it impossible, they are yet entitled, on the ground of principle, to receive 
from us as a nation the sympathy for which they ask. Count Munster made it 
evident to his hearers that the German policy towards Rome, however antagonistic 
to Ultramontane purposes and aims, is not a policy of persecution; that the real 
question at issue is whether or not the civil power shall be supreme, and German 
subjects be protected in the exercise of their civil rights, as against sacerdotal preten- 
sions. These are objects in which the great majority of the English people feel a 
deep and lasting interest. We cannot, indeed, in our laws, follow the example set 
us by Prince Bismarck,—we have no right, no need, no place for legislation of the 
sort; but we can well understand the position in which Germany is placed, and 
comprehend the truly national character of the warfare she is now waging with the 
pretensions and the power of the Papacy. 


The present state of Spain excites painfal apprehensions in the minds of all., 
who are interested in the well-being and the peace of Europe. Nothing has yet 
been gained for that unhappy country by the accession of Alfonso. On the con- 
trary, this young Prince, from whom so much was hoped, has proved but little more 
than a tool in the hands of the clerical and reactionary party. In all that was likely 
to restore the tranquillity and to promote the progress of the nation, Spain has retro- 
graded rather than advanced since his accession to the throne. Nothing effective - 
has been done to terminate the Carlist war, which has so long preyed upon the vitals 
of the State and rendered all prosperity impossible. The Carlists are as rampant 
and as vigorous as ever, and, although apparently without the slightest prospect of 
ultimate success, are potent for mischief and destruction. One of the most signifi- 
cant illustrations of the spirit of the Government has been the persecution of the 
University professors, both at Madrid and elsewhere, for their well-known liberal 
ideas. The arrival of the Papal Nuncio has been hailed by the Ultramontane party 
as the “inauguration of a new era,” and that functionary has plainly told the King 
that if religious freedom is allowed in Spain, his throne will never be secure! The 
Pope’s Envoy has been holding receptions, with the view of strengthening the interests 
of the clerical party, and whilst the diplomatic body generally have been invited to 
these levées, the representatives of Italy, Germany, and England have been carefully 
excluded. Hitherto the nation has been ruled, since the accession of Alfonso, by 
the Executive Government alone ; it now appears, however—and this seems the only 
hopeful feature in the present state of things—that parliamentary institutions will 
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to establich a representative system, and ie that the time has arrived to pro- 
pare for the general elections. 


The Session of the Irish Church Synod has closed, but not without certain 
notable results. The revision of the Prayer-book in a direction more unmistakably 
Protestant and Evangelical has excited the intense indignation of the Ritualistic 
party, which finds its natural expression in the letters addressed to Archdeacon Lee 
by Dr. Pasey and Canon Liddon respectively. In these epistles, the alterations and 
omissions made in the Athanasian Creed, the Catechism, and the Office for the 
Visitation of the Sick, are severely condemned ; the old historic Church of Ireland is 
regarded as threatened with extinction, and the action of the Synod is denounced as 
a denial of “sacramental truth.“ The omissions from the Athanasian Greed are even 
described as amounting to a negation of the doctrines of the Trinity and the incarna. 
tion, as if to forego any part of the attempted explanation of a doctrine, or of the 
penal sanctions by which belief in it is sought to be enforced, were to forego or to 
abjure the doctrine itself. It seems not impossible, from the language of some of 
the clergy and dignitaries of the Irish Church, that a secession from her pale 
may be the result of this first successful effort for a revision of her Liturgy. 
Whether this be so or not, we believe that the Evangelical party in the Synod 
were right in pressing on those reforms which they felt to be urgently required. It 
was for them to do their duty, and to leave the results with Him who orders all 
things well. The alteration which, at the suggestion of Dr. Butcher, Bishop of 
Meath, was effected in the preface to the revised Prayer-book, sufficiently exonerates 
them from any charge of desiring to tamper with or to modify the doctrines which 
the Athanasian Creed was intended to maintain. That alteration might, we think, 
have satisfied even the Archbishop of Dublin himself. We note that the revised 
Liturgy will not come into force until July 1, 1877. By that time the Ritualistic 
party will have made up its mind as to the course it will pursue. At present it 
seems inclined to take its stand on a denial of the synodal authority. The Synod, 


in the letters of Drs. Liddon and Pusey, is throughout styled a “so-called” Synod, 


the assumption being that its action is invalid because laymen take part in its deci- 
sions! We believe, however, that everywhere the conviction is gaining ground that 
any body which would truly represent the Church, and legislate for her with effect, 
can no longer consist exclusively of clergy, and we therefore conclude that, even 


amongst the divines of High Church tendencies, objections based on such extreme 
views of clerical authority must ere long be finally surrendered. 


The movement for union between the United Presbyterians of England and 
the English Presbyterian Church, appears to be at last upon the eve of consumma- 
tion. The sanction of the Scottish United Presbyterian Synod was last year withheld 
from this proposed union, which, notwithstanding the many arguments to be advanced 
in its favour, they appeared to regard as a virtual secession from themselves. This 
year, however, that decision has been reversed, and permission granted to the English 
Synod of the United Presbyterians to effect a practical union with the English Pres- 
byterian Church on the basis of the scheme proposed in 1874. It is hoped that the 
result of this amalgamation will be the formation of a strong and influential Presby- 
terian Church for England, which, as a compact and consolidated body of orthodox 
Christians, may effect in this country a great and most important work. Arrange- 
ments for carrying out the resolution thus arrived at have of course yet to be made, 
but there is no doubt that the union, which has long been desired by both denomi- 
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nations here, will be both hearty and effective, and will tend to promote not only 
the apread of Evaagelical Christianity, but the interests of Christian union in other 
branches of the Church of Christ. 


The great anniversaries of the various religious societies in this country have 
this year not presented any special features of striking and unwonted interest. It 
may, however, be noted with satisfaction that they have upon the whole been well 
and influentially attended, and that the various speakers vf. all denominations, 
whether ministers or laymen, have by their addresses fully sustained the reputation 
for Christian earnestness, ability, and eloquence which the May Meetings have so 
long and so deservedly enjoyed. It is pleasing, too, to find that, comparing the past 
year with the two or three years preceding, in no case has there been any consider- 
able falling off in the pecuniary support accorded to these great agencies for the 
enlightenment and evangelization of the world; whilst with regard to some of them 
it may be said that the increase in their incomes denotes a greater appreciation of 


their value and their claims by the Christian community at large. Notably is this the 


case with the Church Missionary Society, which is not surpassed by any for the earnest- 
ness and simplicity of its aim, its singleness of purpose and of practice, the spirit of 
Christian union with other societies engaged in the same great work which has 
invariably been manifested both by its directors and its agents, and the steadfastness 
with which it has pursued its course under circumstances of peculigr difficulty, and 
when strongly urged and tempted to depart from it. The income of this society for 
the year ending in 1875 is indeed below the amount reported last year ( which reached 
the unprecedented sum of 261,221/., or about 100,000/. above the previous average), 
yet it largely exceeds the amount reported in 1873, and is made up to a greater 
extent than in any previous year of funds raised by associations—the most reliable 
source of income. The meeting was a most animated one. The meetings of the 
various other societies were also of a cheering and stimulating character, and their 
reports showed a large and increasing field of labour in various quarters of the globe. 


Perhaps amongst all the speeches of special interest delivered in the course 


of these May gatherings, none was more striking, better adapted to the times, or 
more enthusiastically received, than that delivered by the Bishop of Durham at the 


Church Missionary meeting. The thoroughly evangelical tone of this address, its 


warnings against all, even the least, concession to the Ritualistic doctrines and spirit 
now unhappily so prevalent, and the earnestness with which Dr. Baring insisted on 
the importance of missionaries and all ministers of Christ preaching the Gospel, and 
the Gospel only, entitle his remarks to the most careful and serious consideration. 


Our evangelistic friends from America have, during the last month, prosecuted 
their great work with undiminished energy and zeal. In the west, the east, and even 
in the south of London—although their own visit to this latter district has not yet 
begun—their influence has been extending; their appeals, their Bible-readings, and 
their meetings for prayer all producing a most marked and marvellous effect. They 
are now surrounded, cheered, and aided by a most efficient band of zealous Christian 
workers, who. take up and carry on the work which they commence, and go before 


them, act with them, or come after them, as wisdom may dictate or necessity require. 


An increasing spitit of solemnity pervades their meetings. Mr. Moody's addresses 
are, if possible, yet more powerful; requests for special prayer pour in from thou- 
sands ; the inquiry-rooms are thronged; and, so far as all external evidences show, 
the Spirit of-God descends largely on the souls of many, and a great work of grace 


is going on. One of the most remarkable features of this movement—certainly one 
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of the of its reality and life—is the attendance at the noon-day 
— e and most commercial city in the world, during the 
most precious portion of the day, multitudes of all classes find or make time for an 


bour to be devoted to earnest supplications at the throne of grace. The Bible-read- 


appear to possess intense interest for many, who come together to hear God's 
Word explained, illestrated, and enforoed in the most simple, homely, and 
effective style. The work of Messrs. Moody and Sankey receives its most appro- 
priate and highest commendation from such incidents and facts as these. Those 
labours, that preaching and exhortation which send men directly to their Bibles, and 
humble them in prayer before their God, are manifestly owned and blessed of God 
himself. And whilst the cominon people hear these preachers gladly, their influence 
is felt and thankfully acknowledged by persons of the highest culture, learning, and 
refinement. Daily do such attend their gatherings, whether for exposition, for 
preaching, or for prayer. The observation attributed to Lord Cairns, that the great 
power of Mr. Moody’s preaching consists in the simplicity with which he presents 
and presses home the Gospel of Christ, and nothing else besides, is undoubtedly just, 
aud shows most impressively that if souls are to be saved, Christ alone should be 
preached as the only and the all-sufficient Saviour. We have in the facts now before 
us a striking illustration of the words of the great Apostle when, referring to his own 
preaching, he described it as consisting, Not in the wisdom of words, lest the cross 
of Christ be made of none effect.” Another remarkable testimony to the labours of 
our brethren is that in respect to them almost all gainsaying has been silenced, and 
the leading organ of public opinion in this country does not hesitate to pronounce 
their meetings a most potent agency for good. 


Foreign 


FRANCE. 


From our own Correspondent.] it, as at the Neſormation, the exhumation of a 

Paris, May 17, 1875. | long-forgotten one; it is reality! It is bring- 

REVIVAL EXPERIENCES. ~ ing the Christian’s soul into personal contact 

Meetings for the promotion of scriptural | with power—the Power which gives and main- 
holiness are the most hopeful signs of the | tains life through the truth. This reality, 
present year. Their results are deep and when it has manifested itself a little more, 
permanent, and make a stronger impression | will have the double effect of attracting many 
on the people around than any other meetings+who have been indifferent to religion—not on 
it has been our lot to witness. The expres-/ principle, but because they could not see that 
sion of Koman Catholics when lingering in | the lives of disciples were different from those 
aisles of a church in which such assemblies | of the world around, and also of exciting op- 
were being held was, “The real presence of position. The world now-a-days seems to 
God is felt here!” There is a reality when | care little for doctrines, but it will care for 
the Holy Spirit is present that is wanting | realities ; and doubtless the two armies are 
in the best ordered services and most elo- mustering their forces, and the combat will 
quent preaching when He is absent; and ere long have to be fought. This is the 
the humbler classes, who most witheringly solemm feeling of some of the most sober- 
stigmatize teaching and preaching of cold minded French Christians. Various places 
theories, are struck with reality. We re. consecutively have had their meetings. Beau- 
member, years ago, the ery of anguish uttered court, in the Haut-Rhin; Aixe, in the Vienne; 
by an orator in a meeting called to consider Lausanne, Vevey, Villeneuve, Aigle, in French- 
* what could be done” to bring the people to speaking Switzerland; Annonay, in the Ar- 
the Gospel: “ Wiho will show us the word of dache, have all had theirfirst days of refreshing. 
power for the nineteenth century!" That. One of the Establiebed pastors of Lyons says 
word is found; it is no new doctrine, nor is of the latter: “It is, the light, the shining 
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xx. were read ; and the melting effect of 
humiliation and fresh consecratiun 


munion of eaints. . . . Never had our be- 
loved churches in France fallen so low; but 
on the brink of the pit the ifal and al- 
mighty Lord has stretched forth his hand to 
them. How often in our depression of soul 
we had said, Will not God raise us up a Lu- 
ther?’ Bat now, behold, instead of a man, 
the Lord has sent us his Spirit, the Divine 
and all-powerful Comforter! Glory to God 
alone.” 

Do not, however, suppose that this wave of 
blessing has spread over much surface yet. 
No; but it is spreading, Controversy on the 
subject is sedulously avoided by those who 
have experieneed its power, and it is agreed 
that deeds of gentleness may be left to bear 

their own witness, as speaking louder than 
words. The state of the , 4 

_ NATIONAL REFORMED CHURCH 
remains as it was. Law must decide before 
another step forward can be taken. A letter, 
which has occasioned uo little stir, written by 
Pastor Edouard Monod, of Mazamet, and en- 
titled “Simple Explanation,” declares that the 
immense majority of Protestants have not the 
most distant notion why the imminent separa- 
tion between the Rationalists and Orthodox 
should take place. They do not know the 
real doctrines of the Rationalists; they ima- 
gine that the Synod has made innovations in 
the matter of doctrine; in one word, they are 
dupes and victims of an immense mystification, 
the whole responsibility of which lies at the 
door of the mystifiers. He adjures the Ra- 


requests to the Minister of 
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tinctly, in order that those who follow them 
may know what they are doing and which 
way they are led. The word “ mystification,” 
which has occasioned a great amount of ire, 
refers to the increasing habit of giving a mean- 
ing to words used in the pulpit or elsewhere 
different to their common acceptations in 


;| every-day life. By using other and proper 


terms for the new theology, its affirmations 
and negations, no one would be deceived, and 
the situation being well understood, the mass 
of the Protestant public would act and vote in 
broal daylight; their decisions would be then 
intelligent, and a true, clear-sighted vote 
would be the result. The Consistory of Mont- 
carret (Dordogne) has addressed the following 
: 1. That 
the Synod shall be convened as soon as pos- 
sible, in order that the Church thus represented 
may choose herself the best solution of the 
ecclesiastical crisis. 2. That the solution 
adopted by the Church shall be the separation 
between the Evangelicals and Liberals, and the 
dividing between them of the property hitherto 
enjoyed in common. Another skirmish has 
taken on the nomination of a chaplain 
to the public school (Lycée) of Nimes, vacant 
by the sudden demise of the Rationalist occu- 
pant. The Consistory presented a Rationalist 
demissionary pastor ; but the Consistory has 
no legal right to do this, having declined to 
accept the Synod. The Minister has therefore 
nominated an Orthodox candidate, Pastor 


has been pointed out by M. Gaudard in his 
report on the religious instruction of children 
in schools—the incontestable ignorance of 
Christian doctrine in children taught in the 
Protestant primary schools. In sacred history 
they are generally well up; but it is thought 
that an authenticated catechism, with regular 
pastoral instruction on 3 
be the remedy. Never, says this writer, 
“since the origin of Christianity was affirmation 
have no clearly 
accentuated theology, and the tendency is to 
make concessions and te accommodate Chris- 
tian doctrines to modern ideas. I am aware 
that I am on dangerous ground, but I ask, do 
we often hear from our pulpits a clearly 
affirmed statement on the resurrection, on 
conversion, on the great fact of redemption, 
and the atonement? We greatly need in 


‘tionalist chiefs to speak out loudly and dis- 
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light which shineth more and more until the 1 
perfect day. I am struck with the fact that 1 
means apparently so simple and so common 
should produce such new and extraordinary 
effects. Az in all religious assemblies, there 
are reading of the Word of God, brotherly | | 
exhortation, abundant prayers; and yet all is | ) 
different. ‘The Word of God appears 
every word reaches the conscience. Prayer | 
springs up spontaneously, and never tires. | i 
Meetings lengthen and increase, and we are i 
told they are too short and too few. It is | | 
the Spirit of Life who quickens and animates | ) 
all these common means. We felt it with | 
power at Annonay. He penetrated into our | 
very beings. The pastoral meetings there | | 
mustered about forty pastors, elders, and | 
evangelista, and was marked by peculiar — i 
Chief Shepherd was such that we seemed to | . | 
be in the upper chamber, participating in | 1 
another Pentecost. It was truly the com- 0 | 
| u 
| | 
| 
| Fabre, of Calvisson. i 
| A SERIOUS EVIL | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
this respect a more ise theology. We | 
must come to a decision to preach the 
. Gospel. Do what we will, to the unconverted 
> man the Gospel will always appear foolish- 
ness. With loose, undefined doctrines there 
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in these churches, and there are signs of re- 
_ Viving life. Tahiti has 2,500 communicants. 


Society are 220,000fr, and the expenses 
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can be no stanch, bold testimony ; and how can 
we wonder when Protestant patients in hos- 
pitals, and Protestant recruits in the army, 
conceal their Protestantism in order to escape 


A Protestant chapel, erected in memory of 
Frangois Delessert, at Boissy Saint Leger, was 
consecrated last month. Pastor Dhombres, 
of the Reformed Church, preached, and was 
followed by Pastor Kühn, of the Lutheran 
Church, and Pastor Bersier, of the Free 
Church. The Rev. R. M‘All has opened 
his thirteenth station in Paris, and has a four- 
teenth in contemplation. A decided advance 
in quiet, serious behaviour is noticeable in the 
frequenters of all these meetings. It is a 
work which rejoices the heart of those en- 
gaged in it, and solid fruits of conversion are 
not rare. In several stations Bible-classes 
“are attended with deepening’ interest by the 
| people, ax well as the usual meetings. Some 
of the hymns of Mr. Sankey’s collection have 
been well translated, and are received and 
sung with great animation. Too many Pro- 
testant teachers have so given in to the fatal 
notion that the French people are not pre- 
pared for full, clear, simple. Gospel, that 
they do not give it, but argue on infidelity 
and reason on immortality, or on a hereafter, 
or on the existence of God. When a man 
warmed with the love of Jesus bears simple 
testimony to what his Saviour has done and 
is doing for him, the people listen as to a 
new strain of heavenly music. I have seen 
them in tears on listening to the hymn, “ The 
old, old story,” or “Come home!” and Catho- 
lics have crossed themselyes and gone on their | 
knees and said, “ That is the Saviour for me, 
that is the Saviour I love!” This way of 
putting the atonement is often called English, 
whether it be given by word of mouth or in 
print; whereas it is but the bringing back 
of our old Huguenot doctrine, or rather that 
of the everlasting Gospel for which our fa- 


with the 16 missionaries in 12 stations and 
44 annexes, The churches have 2,717 mem. 
bers and 1,185 adult catechumens; the 
schools are frequented by 2,000 scholars, and 
30 young men are being trained for teachers 
at Moriah; 17,000fr. have been collected 


The receipts for the year of the Missionary | 
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183, 000fr. The heavy debt is reduced to 
13,000fr. The Central Society for Evan- 
gelization, as well as the Evangelical Society, 
has had more difficulties than of late years 
arising from Roman Catholic influence and the 
civil authorities. The receipts of the former 
rose to 180,000fr., and that of the latter 
to 131,806fr. They are both progressing. 
The Preparatory School of Theology of .the 
Central Society has 29 pupils, and has been 
declared by Government an establishment of 
public utility. The Primary School Society 
received 138,000fr. and expended 126,000/r. 
During the year it has opened 25 new schools, 
aided 215, and increased the salary of several 
schoolmasters. The Normal School of Cour- 
bevoie presented 14 pupils to the public ex- 
amination, and all obtained the brevet. The 
Sunday-school Society resumed the annnal 
school féte at the Cirque d’Hiver; about 3,000 
children, with teachers and parents, were 
present. Hymns and speeches alternated as 
usual. There are about 1,000 Sunday-schools 
in France. It has received 27,97 fr., and 
spent 23,578fr.; the balance has enabled it to 
reduce its debt. It has added to its publica- 
tions a little illustrated Sunday sheet for 
children, called La Petite Feuille du Dimanche. 
The Protestant Bible Society distributed 
10,581 Bibles and Testaments during the 
year. The Agricultural Colony of St. Foy, for 
the reform of juvenile offenders, has a new 
governor in Pastor Rey, late of Avignon ; 
Pastor Martin, the late aged governor, has 
retired. The Protestant Sou Society has dis- 
tributed 13,000fr. among 36 societies, 
EVANGELIZATON IN CORSICA. 

In May, 1874, an account of Pastor 
Andrault’s efforts for the evangelization of 
Southern Corsica was communicated to this 
journal. He was at that time in hopes of 
obtaining from the Central Society a grant 
for carrying on the mission—hopes which as 
yet bave not been realized. M. Andrault 
remained in Corsica, actively carrying on his 
mission in various localities, until the summer 
heat proved foo much for his health, already 
much impaired by African fevers, incurred 
whilst missionary at Senegal. At the same 
time his church in France, justly rating him 
at his well-known value, offered him the 
choice of various posts of importance, and he 
finally accepted that of Chalons-sur-Marne. 
It so happened, at the same time that M. 
Andrault was first induced to visit Corsica, that 
a similar idea was working in the mind of 
Pastor Eapenette, of Cannes, who sent to 
Corsica a young Swiss pastor, M. Lavanchy, 
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who there met with M. Andrault, and for come massed with choice shrubs, cistus, purple, 
time shared in his labours, So great was the | white, or yellow (only on this spot could 
interest aroused in him by all that he saw we find the yellow cistus, with its rich brown 
amd experienced during his stay, that he at centre), the arbutus, myrtle, heath, etc., 
one time entertained the idea of devoting beautiful but deadly, with the treacherous 
himself entirely to this mission. For certain water gleaming all about their roots; not 
- considerations, however, he was advised/a breath of air circulating on the pent-in 
against making this sacrifice, at any rate | road, and the trees themselves just tall enough 
for the present. Unfortunately, therefore, to cast no shade across it. Scarcely could the 
Ajaccio has during the past winter received trusted cocher hold up his sleepy head. To 
no pastoral visit. But M. Lavanchy has a their little stone shanties in Bavella, then, 
plan for the summer, which, if he can obtain repair at the fatal season the dwellers in this 
the means for carrying it ont, seems very enchanted plain; and not the peasants only, 
desirable. Before proceeding to winter work | but the doctors, the mayors, and other such 
awaiting him in Egypt, he wishes to visit the | magnates, with their wives and families. To 
heart of the mountain at the period when, | the little stone village under the pines of 
the plain being rendered uninhabitable by | Bavella they come trooping, and begin by 
fever, people of all classes congregate there. setting their respective houses in order—or 

The forest of Ravella, dominating the | rather their little sheds, piled up, of loose 
plain of the eastern littoral, and boasting of stones, lying on the roof to keep it steady, 
scenery unique in the whole world, receives with no windows or chimney, with doorway, 
during the summer months a complete colony but no door. This serves for their shelter, 
of refugees from the once fertile and well- but they live rejoicingly in the free mountain 
drained plains surrounding the old Roman air, storing up health and vigour for the rest 
town of Aleria, now a mass of tangled shrubs of the year. And amongst them, when they 
standing in marshes, from whichtheexhalations are all assembled, M. Lavanchy hopes to pitch 
are so poisonous in the height of the summer his tent this summer, profiting by the facility 
sun that the skin of the few unfortunate with which he will be able to draw them 
stragglers who may be unable to remove round him, when they cannot choose but hear. 
turns black. The writer once drove for To do this, an effort is being made to 
miles, during the healthy season in the month | collect subscriptions. About 20“. have been 
of May, along the level, monotonous road accumulated; but M. Lavanchy could not 
leading to Solenzaro, and never, during the | undertake the expedition with less than 40. 
later heats of the Cortican sun, suffered from Additional contributions will be gladly taken 
such sultriness as was reigning there. charge of by Mrs. Lewis, Ickleton, Saffron- 
Beautiful indeed was the endless garden Walden. 

— 


GERMANY. - 

[From our own Corréspondent. } These orders may, however, also be dissolved 

, Prussia, May 18,1875. by royal order. This latter measure is taken 

THE PRUSSIAN PARLIAMENT so that the Church of Rome may not use 

Has again been very active legislating against these Sisterhoods for other purposes. On thie 
the Ultramontanes. Besides the Bill abolisb- whole, we must acknowledge that the work of 
ing Articles 15, 16, and 18 of our Consti- the Siste of Mercy is the finest work done 
tution (the paragraphs securing the liberty of in the Church of Rome, and that we must 
the Church), a new Bill bas been brought in, have a kind of respect for it. As to the com- 
dissolving the convents. Convents without vents whose members lead a purely idle and 
any active object must cease to exist within six | speculative life, they are only an evil, and no- 
months; those whose members devote them- | body ought to be astonished that the Prussian 
selves to teaching, within four years. This Government does now what many Roman 


respite is given because it would not always Catholic Governments have done before. The 


be easy to secure immediately the necessary | orders of teaching brothers ought not to re- 
number of secular teachers. The Sisterhoods main longer than necesssry, as the youth of 
of Merey, dedicated to nursing, are allowed to Germany should not be taught by teachers 
remain altogether. It is expressly said that | bred in the darkness of a convent. The aboli- 
this is done on account ‘of the very valuable tion was the more necessary if we consider 
services these Sisters rendered on the battle- | the inymense increase of convents in Prussia 

field and in the hospitals in 1870 and 1871. | during the last fifteen years. It is of little 
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ase to turn to the details of the many debates 
occasioned by these bills, There is always at 
first a long discussion whether the bill ought 
to be referred to a committee, or immediately 
be discussed in the House; the latter course 
is generally adopted. Then the leaders of 
the Ultramontane party deliver long and 
violent speeches, denouncing the measure as 
religious persecution. Only a few of their 
remarks are generally refuted, and finally the 
bill is adopted by a large majority. In the 
present struggle with Rome our Government 
can reckon upon a large and safe majority. 

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE NATIONAL 

PROTESTANT CHURCH. 

Oaly one of the debates must be mentioned 
more in detail. I have often said in my 
letters that a great number of sincere Evan- 
gelical Christians entirely disapprove of our 
preseut Church policy. I need not here re- 
peat my reasons for this opinion. In one 
of the debates in the House of Lords two 
Conservative members, Count Stolberg and 
M. de Maltzahn, who had hitherto voted 
against the so-called “May Laws,” declared 
that they would on this occasion vote for the 
Government. The latter gentleman gave as 
his reason that the Pope, in his last Encyclical 
Letter, declared that the laws of Prussia were 
not valid, and that this was a revolutionary 
However, he also, in very strong 
terms, affirmed that every warfare which at 
the same time weakened the National Pro- 
testant Church could not be successful against 
Rome, and be expressed his deep regret that 
the Minister of Public Worship had criticized 
so sharply the Synod of Pomerania. Before 
Dr, Falk eould rise to defend himself against 
some of these attacks, Prince Bismarck him- 
self stood up and said that he had been 


rejoiced to hear from M. de Maltzahn a 


distinct confession of the Gospel. If this 
had always been the case, his rupture with 
the Conservative party might, perhaps, have 
been avoiled. But the Conservatives had 
sacrificed their Evangelical Protestantism to 
political considerations. He considered the 
Pope an enemy of Protestantism, and there- 
fore of Prussia, and likewise a danger to our 
salvation. Prince Bismarck returns the same 
reproach in this way to the Conservatives. 
They say that his Government sacrificed the 
interests of the Protestant Church to the 
political necessities of the struggle against 
Rome. At all events, the speech is very 
remarkable, because it is the first indication 
that perhaps ere long other parties will again 
de among the supporters of the Government. 
This thought is a comfort to all those who 


good constitution, and we shall one day re- 
turn to that principle, when the aggressive 
interference of the Church of Rome has been 
successfully repelled ; but for our Church the 
articles in question have always had little 
value, just because they only affirm a prin- 
ciple which has to be reduced to a practical 
form by special laws before it can be of any 
use. This latter course has been begun in 
the new synodal constitation of the Na- 
tional Protestant Church in Prussia, and it 
will be developed irrespective of Article 15 
of the Constitution. Dr. Falk has replied to 
the High Consistory that the articles in ques- 
tion were a dangerous weapon for Rome, but 
that their abolition would not in any way stop 
the legislative work of putting the Protestant 
Church ona freer basis. 

MR. PEARSALL SMITH IN HEIDELBERG. 

I mentioned in my last letter as a very. 
satisfactory sign that one of our pulpits had 
been granted to Mr, Pearsall Smith. The 
so-called Orthodox parties in Berlin had no 
hesitation in welcoming the stranger, whose 
work in other countries had been signally ac- 
companied by God’s blessing. The “ Liberals” 
‘of Heidelberg did otherwise. No room was 
large enough; so Mr. Smith’s friends petitioned 
to be allowed the use of the church. It was 
refused, because it might confirm a “ wrong 
method of piety” and “ endanger the regular 
work of the ordained ministry.” It is very 
curious indeed to see the Rationalists, whogene- 
rally advocate the rights of laymen, suddenly 
take such an interest in the ordained ministry. 
So-called religious“ Liberalism” has again given 


a proof that it cannot tolerate the true Chris- 
tianity of the Bible. “es 
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n regret that our Government is at present 
BB assisted in the great struggle against Rome 
1 by a maltitade of those who are enemies to 
th all religion. However, just at the present 
. moment our supreme Church authority, the 
High Consistory, which generally has been 
giving way as much as possible of late to 
the tendencies of the Minister of Public 
Worship, has thought it necessary to express 
to the Minister its deep regret at the aboli- 
| tion of Article 15 of the Constitution, The 
i High Consistory says that the said article was 
not so important to the Church of Rome as 
to our Church, becanse the former had a con- 
stitution which she considered to be divine in 
its origin, while the Protestant Church only 
| maintained in principle the liberty of arranging 
i her own matters independently, and waited for 
the realization of this liberty through legislation. 
Religious liberty and the independence of 
the churches ought to form part of every 
| 
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THE MAY MEETINGS. 

BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOcTETY. ducing the several speakers, said that 
The attendance at this meeting was rather loved this cause and this 
above than below the average. Exeter Hall more every day he lived, 
was well filled, and in some parts crowded. regret and sorrow that this was almost the 
The chair was taken at the commencement of only platform upon which Christians of all 
the proceedings by the Archbishop of Can- denominations could be brought together to 
terbury, and subsequently, on his arrival | act in the common service of their Loni and 
before the reading of the report, by the Earl | Master. He wished to mention that on the 
of ry, as President. The report, previous Wednesday, as representative of 
which was by the Rev. S. Bergne, stated this great society, in conjunction with some 
that the receipts and expenditure had been of his colleagues, he attended at Bunhill 
larger than in any previous year. Adverting Fields for the purpose of inaugurating and 
to the society's origin at the beginning of the uncovering a memorial to one of their vene- 
— 2 rated founders, the Rev. Joseph Hughes, who | 
that at that time there were not more than devoted his best and noblest intellect to this 
4,000,000 or 5,000,000 copies of the sa institution, but who, he believed, could never 
ered volume in all the world existing, in in his iargest conceptions have formed a no- 
about fifty different translations. Since the tion as to the magnitude to which it hes 
establishment of the British and Foreign | arrived, under the biessing of Almighty God. 
Bible Society, nearly 74,000,000 copies of The Archbishop of Canterbury, in moving 
the Word of God, in whole or in part, have the adoption of the report, referred to the 
been circulated from its depts, while other changes towards infidelity which were occur- 
kindred societies which have sprung out of it, ring in the religious thought of a large section 


Jase 1, 


aud have been aided by it, have distributed | of the civilized people in the world. This 


about 53,000,000 copies more; e that — was consequently a time when, without a 


ever ready to furnish Christian missionaries 


Spies of Bibles, Testamente, and portions. 


the present century about 127,000,000 copies | compromise of principles, Christian men 


of the Sacred Scriptures, in whole or in part, 
have been put into circulation by Bible soci- 
eties alone in various parts of the world. The 
number of Janguages and dialects in which 
God's Word is translated has been raised 
from fifty to upwards of 200. In above 
thirty instances have been for the 
first time reduced to a written form, in order 
to give the people speaking them the Word 
of God, In addition to a circulation of 
English Scriptures to the extent of alout 
38,000,000 copies in Great Britain, Ireland, 
and the Colonies, the society is prosecuting | 
its work in all the countries of Europe, as 
well as among the principal Asiatic and 
African nations, in Madagascar, in the chief | 
islands of the South Pacific, in South America, 
Mexico, Labrador, and Greenland; and is 


with the Word of God in the languages of 
tlie nations amongst whom they labour. The 
issues of the society for the year were as fol- 
low: From the depét at home, 1,473,027; 
from depéts abroad, 1,146,400—2,619,427 


The total issues of the sdciety now amount 
to 73,750,538 copies. 


The Right Hon. Chairman, before intro- 


cbould cast aside the difficulties which kept 


them asunder, when, among those who served 
ove common God, there should be as few 
divixions as possible. He deplored the at- 
tempts to secularize the education of the 
rising generation. The very word “ secularist "’ 
spoke of the world and things worldly, and 


they, in their capacities of spiritual teachers 


uud guides, could never consent to 9 system 
which placed eternity in a subordinate posi- 
tion to the fleeting interests of time. He 
could not for his life believe that any min- 


ister of the Gospel would ever give his sanc- 


tion to such a scheme, and, unless proved by 
incontrovertible facts, he would not credit the 
statement that their Nonconformist brethren, 
whose glory it had been to maintain a sys- 
tem of truth, would help to banish from the 
schools of the country that intruction in the 
teaching of Christ and his apostles wherein 
the children of England had been fostered in 
times past. They were told that in Germany 
the two great antagonists to the circulation of 
the Word of God were those who did not be- 
lieve in it, and those who added to it on 
amount of human tradition and superstition. 
No system of secularism would prevent a 
people from seeking a religion. They might, 
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however, adopt a very impure and debased 
form of religion, and men would certainly 
take up with that if they were not given a 
real, genuine article. For all these reasons 
he asked his hearers to join heartily in the 
circalation of the Gospel throughout the world. 
Earl Fortescue, who seconded the resolu- 
tion, said his own yearnings were for a fuller 
co-operation on the part of the Church of 
England with the other Protestant Churches. 
The Rev. Dr. Punshon supported the reso- 
lution. He maintained that, where Scriptare 
is silent or reticent in regard to anything on 
which we might have expected it to speak, 
our basiness w regard its silence as signi- 
ficant, and not to pry into that which God 
had not thought fit to reveal. And yet it 
was lamentable to observe that it was in 
connection with those very subjects that specu- 
lations were multiphed almost without num- 
ber, and an irreverent curiosity sought to 
probe the farthest. He thought that in these 
days also we were in the habit of conceding 
too much to our adversaries, instead of claim- 
ing for the Bible to be the great intellectual 
educator. Referring to Wycliffe’s expulsion 
from Oxford, he said that God only permitted 
it in order that he might work for Him else- 
where, and he (Dr. Punshon) was not quite 
so sure that they would have had such a grand 
Lattering-ram against the Vatican now if some 


aue had not been driven away from Oxford 


in a similar manuera few years since. The Rev. 
John Richardson, of Camnberwell, moved a 
resolution acknowledging the divine goodness 
in the success of the society’s operations, and 
appealing for assistance in extending them 
still farther. The Rev. Dr. Mullens seconded 
the resolution, referring to the society’s work 
in the vast empire of India, and the recent 
Government report which had been issued on 
the same sabject. There were at the present 
time no less than 200,000,000 inhabitants 
in that distant land under the direct rule of 
Queen Victoria; and we are assured that if 
the census could be rendered perfectly and 
more completely, the population would be 
found to exceed the enormous total of 
300,000,000 souls. What were 600 mis- 
sionaries and a few native assistants among 
d many! Dr. Mullens concluded with some 
observations respecting the operations of the 
society in Madagascar. The Rev. C. H. Spur- 
geon moved a resolution, which conveyed the 
thanks of the meeting to the principal officers 
of the society, and to local collectors and others, 
He believed we were at last arrived at the good 
old times: certainly they were never 6°01 
and he very much questioned if they were 
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ever so good; and what was more, he felt 
sure they were going on to be even still bet- 
ter. The time had come when there was no 
occasion for defending the Bible against any 
man; they had had enough of that already. 
It had been so often defended, and in such 
an admirable manner, that if it could not 
hold its own now-a-days, it never would. The 
way to meet infidelity is with the Bible. 
Spread the Bible everywhere, and they need 
not be afraid of the result of these infidel 
attacks. He did not believe his countrymen 
would go sheer and clear over to Popery; 
and even with many of those who had got 
a good way into High Churchism, he thought 
in their inmost hearts they really did love 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and if they did 
that, they might go a great way with their 
tag-rags and ribbons and the like. He felt 
great confidence in the present religious move- 
ment, because the Bible was brought to the 
front. Having repudiated the charge of fana- 
ticism which was not unfrequently brought 
against this class of religionists, he referred to 
the suspension of the progress of Popery in 
our midst. He affirmed that this movement 
must be stopped, and he believed it would 
be. Let them, instead of complaining about 
the error, boldly set themselves to proclaim 
the truth. The Rev. Z. Taylor, from Canada, 
spoke on the work which was being carried 
on in that Dominion. The Bishop of Mel- 
bourne movéd a vote of thanks to the Chair 
man, which was seconded by Mr. Henry 
Pownall, and supported by the Bishop of 
Goulburn. 
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

The Earl of Chichester, the President, oc- 
cupied his accustomed place in the chair at 
this anniversary. The body of- the hall, gal- 
leries, and platform were crowded. Mr. 
Wright, Lay Secretary, read a statement of the 
financial condition of the society. Though 
their income had not been equal to that of 
last year, yet there was much cause for 
thankfulness. The whole expenditure was 
more than met by the year’s income. The 
society has made grants to Sierra Leone and 
the Niger territory. The Rev. Henry Wright, 
Clerical Secretary, then read an abstract of the 
annual report, which recorded with thankful- 


for carrying the Gospel to regions beyond, 
where the doors seemed now opening. At 


d,| Lagos (Yoruba), twenty-five years ago, its 


river was periodically worshipped with human 
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mess the assurance that the people of Eng- 
land were determined, under God, to take 
advantage of the fresh openings abroad. It 
also stated that new plans were being made 


June 1, 


sacrifices, and now there is a happy people 


everywhere seen, and from many lips comes 
the sound of Christian praise, which formerly 
offered homage to devils. Two of the so- 


ciety’s missionaries have explored the country 


east of Lagos, and brought back encouraging 
reports from that part of their willingness to 
receive missionaries, Abbeokuta seems now 
permanently opened to the work of the society. 
Competent representatives from the grandest 
field for missionary enterprise in the world 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 173 


moved the adoption of the report. His lord - 
ship, who was greeted with loud and prolonged 
applause, observed: I believe one great reason 
various blasts of mnsound which 
have agitated the Church—the main reason 
why these men have been kept sound in the 
faith, is that prayer has been continually 
made on their behalf. The other reason why 
I believe God’s blessing has been voucheafed 


to this society is this, that during the three- 


namely, India—were on the platform before quarters of a century in which it has existed 
them, and therefore the details of work in it has held firmly and consistently to Evan- 
Bengal, Madras, and the Punjaub would be gelical doctrine. There have been times 
left to them. The European staff in Ceylon when it has been suggested, and those times 
has been weak numerically, but, notwith- may come again, that a little more of union 
standing, 112 adults had been baptized. From with other societies or other parties, working 
China the reports on the whole are very in the Church at the same work, might bring 
encouraging. Amongst the 2,000,000 in- increased influence and support; and there 
habitants of Foochow, missions bad been have been times when it has been suggested 
graciously prospered. No less than 100 that the society, where-they have missions 
adults were baptized, and the number of and where there is a bishop, should give 
inquirers and candidates was larger than more power to the bishop, and that they 


formerly. Thirty-four adults had been bap- should give up their control over their mis- 


tized at Ningpo during the year. From sionaries, There have been times, again, when 
Pekin most cheering accounts had been re- it has been said by friends of missions that it 
ceived, and the schools were well attended, was an anomaly that a self-constituted society 
besides sixteen adults baptised, and several should carry out work which is the real work 
hopeful candidates. As a missionary field of the Church at large, and that therefore this 
Japan is an uncertain one. The edicts against society and the other societies alike should 
Christians are not only not repealed, but have | occtipy themselves in collecting money, and 


recently been referred to as 


there has been no 


was 24,497. Iw. 
The noble Chairman having briefly ad- 
dressed the meeting, the Bishop of Durham 


part of the law 
of the land. Still, in the last twelve months 0 
but the society has gone on in its own plai 
“Strhightforward course. It has felt that if it 


should give up all ity and management 
to a Board of Missions. These objecti 
have been urged, and will urged again, 


obtained more ecclesiastical status, by giving 
up its own principles, it would lose its inde- 
pendence, and in losing its independence it 
would lose ite usefulness. And the reason 


why this society is trusted in so remarkable a 


way, not merely by the associations and by 
those who subscribe to it, but by the whole 
body of Evangelical Christendom, I may say, 
is because it has stood firm to its principles, 
and therefore: has only sent forth men vary- 
ing, indeed, in ability, somesuited to translate 
work, some better suited to build up the con- 
verted heathen in their faith, but one and all 
uttering the same message, without any varia- 
tion or uncertainty, preaching in all its sim- 
plicity Jesus Christ and Him crucified; holding 
forth to the perishing heathen the pure bread 
of life, unadulterated with the leaven either 
of neology or of sacramentalism. You must be 
content, believers as you are in the Gospel of 
Christ as the one remedy for your own sin- 
tick souls and for a sin-sick world—you 
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committee sent a reinforcement of three ' 

agents to North-west. America, in company 

with Bishop Bompas, two of whom are now 

labouring in the valley of Saskatchewan. 

Missions in the North Pacific have had their p | 

share of trial, but still the work has pros- 

pered. A hundred souls were enrolled as | 

settlers on New Year's Day, which is the | 

largest number since the mission was ca. 

menced. There were 119 baptisms, of whom 

84 were adults. During the year the 

number of stations had increased to 157, 

the European clergymen to 211, the native 

and country-born to 154, giving a total of 

365 clergymen. The European laymen, 

schoolmasters, lay agents, etc., were 23, the 

| European female teachers (not including min- 

isters’ wives) 12, while the native catechists 

and teachers of all classes not sent from home 

were - the number of communicants 


— 


matinee 


* 


Evangelical religion bas lust its life—has lost 
its power and vigour; that it was very good 
in past days, but that its power has gone 
I do not think that this meeting indi- 
cates that Evangelical religion has lost its 


power ; I do not think that the report of the 
society, showing increased interest and in- 
creased work, indicates that it is in a dying 
state. I was reading only the other day an 
article in which it was set forth how com- 
pletely weak, imperfect, and useless was the 
work now of the Evangelicals, and how supe- 
rior is the work of the Ritualists of the present 


day, and speaking with regard to the extent 
of their work and their zeal, and the number 
of churches built in the last ten years. It 
divides the time into three decades of years. 
The first decade was that of the Evangelicals, 
the next that of the Tractarians, and the third 
that of the Ritualist. In the first decade 
there was a good number of churches built, 
but not a very great manifestation. In the 
reign of the Tractarians there was a consider- 
able increase; but in the reign of the Ritual - 
ists the number of churches built was twice 
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Who surround him, and it is so easy, so very 
easy, to yield a little and a little, to allow of 


for one hour—to that which is at variance 
with the Gospel of Christ. The position of 
the minister in itself is nothing; but if it 
indicates sacramental doctrine— if it teaches 
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mnet be content to believe that the wisdom 
of the world is foolishness with God. They 
ence and weight, on account of their position for 
1 in philosophy and science; but they are not | deeds 
| so distinguished as humble servants of God's 
i Word and followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, | 
ö and you may well be content to know that 
1 the faith you received from your fathers, and )]) 
1 the Christianity which has been the great y 
1 source, the one source of the elevation of our os 
| country to its present prominence among the | 
| nations of the world, which bas been our | put before concord, and the only real 
| source of hope and content, peace and cons»- | lasting unity is the basis of essential 
1 lation, for generations and generations in ast rr 
days, is still such in the present day. The my brethren, the younger clergy ! 
hope of Christians will last in all its fulness 
and power when the Socialists and the philo- 
1 sophers, with all their speculations and theo- land when I say that you—-you too— must 
| ties, have passed into oblivion. Now, there | stand fast in the faith. These are days when 
) is another class that you need to stand firm e 
| against. You must not be ashamed to own as 
| yourselves as Evangelicals. There is a large | he 
| number of persons who say now-a-days that concession and the compromise is all on one 
tion, 
ings, 
emy 
| | then 
| as 
| | In. 
| 
| at it 
| in a 
| ‘country district to stand fast thus in the 
faith. He may have some influential pa- 
| rishioners who seek to introduce that which 
he cannot approve of; he may be surrounded 
dy clergymen who are of a different view. 
| He would fain act wherever he can in a 
friendly spirit with his parishioners; he 
would fain be good friends with those clergy 
a little more ornament or ritual, a little more 
7 sacramentalism, a little dropping of distinct 
dogmatic teaching, and then all will be friends. 
It is so hard for that isolated clergyman; but 
| I doubt not you will say, as the Apostle did 
as many as all those built in the two former | of old, that you will not give place—no, not 
reigns. Why, they might just as well argue 
that, because we find in the statement read 
to-day thet the communicants in the Church 
: Missionary Society have nearly doubled in the 
snd neatly doubled in the | thet the minister of Christ is sacri 
former decade precedi . all | . * m fri must 
this was the — ‘Why, 
' this work of building churches, and otherwise | strike at, the very foundation of the Gospel. 
«a manifesting zeal, is the result of the work of Then let your teaching be thoroughly Evan- 
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gelical. ‘That was the teaching of the Re- agents he had always received as great and 
of your Articles—it is the teaching of God's colleagues. From time to time they had 
own Word; and therefore it will be mighty held large conferences of Christians from all 
for the pulling down of error. Magna est the thirty Protestant Missionary Societies, at 
veritas—and, above all, when the reritas is Dex which important subjects were discussed in a | 
reritas—et preralelit.”” The Rev. T. V. French, friendly manner. After a reference to Tra- 


to which they were entitled. For six years 
running the income of the society had ex- 
ceeded 100,000/.,, and they felt that the time 
had come when they might enter with ear- 
nestness upon that increase of the society's 
missions in India and China which they had 


long desired, and which the extent of those | spi 


empires loudly called for. The directors 
were gratified to find that the zeal of their 
young friends remained unabated, as they 
had again raised over 4,000/. as a new year’s 
offering for the support of their missionary 
chips. Many pages of the report were de- 
voted to the Madagascar mission and the 
recént deputation. During the last five years 
the directors had added greatly to the number 
of the English missionaries on the staff of the 
Madagascar mission, and had increased that 
number from twelve to thirty-three. The 
time had arrived for the establishment of 
new stations, under English missionaries, at 
some distance from the capital. In Anta- 
nanarivo there were sixteen missionaries of 
the society, and four of the Friends’ mission. 
In South Africa the society’s missions were 
strong in men and agencies, and work had 
been carried on uninterruptedly throughout 
the year. The older stations of the South 
Sea mission continued to manifest in stronger 
degree the fruits of that Gospel which had 
so long been among them. Once 
and again the 

friends of the 

eution which had been carried on unrelent- 
ingly by the Roman Catholic mission in New 
Caledonia against the converts of this society 
in the island of Uvea. These converts had 
been subjected to these unrighteous proceed- 
ings for more than twelve years. Appeals 
had been made again and again to the hu- 
manity of the priests, to the justice and hu- 
manity of the local authorities, and all in 
vain. Her Majesty’s Government had warmly 
seconded these appeals when laid before the 
Government in Paris; but, down to the 
latest date, the opposition and ill-treatment 
were still continued.‘ During the past year 
the New Guinea mission, the latest born among 


particulars of the perse- | i 


5g, 


adoption of the report, referred to the great 
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ism has 
strated that it's false; philosophy is laughing 
it to scorn; bury it; it is dead. Suddenly 
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ness that they had been able to carry on the the society's enterprises, had assumed definite 
jety’s work with ample supplies The | shape. 
f tions, and collections had continued to in- founding new mission 1 
1 : crease, and had reached a higher amount than | for many generations had been the 
. in any previous year. So large had been the | 
sum placed at the society’s command that the | 
directors had not needed to draw anything 
| i from their reserves for that special outlay | 
which had been caused by the extension of | 
| the Madagascar and New Guinea missions, | 
| the Christian Church and the great 
| which they were carried on. 
1 ___The Rev. J. G. Rogers, in proposing the 
| ritual movement now felt at home. He 
ö remarked: The quickening of our churches 
| is due to many causes. It seems to me at 
| 
| 
| age has got historic criticism.’ The general 
burden was, the age had got so exceedingly 
| wise it needed no instruction, and did not 
want the Gospel of Christ at all; so men 
| were shouting, ‘Pull it down, raze it to the 
| ground! the age does not want it! and 
ö suddenly, in the midst of all their boastings, 
and their contempt, and their scorn, there has 
come a mighty swelling voice right up from 
| the heart of the people, and it says, ‘We do 
want it, and the one thing that we want is 
| the Gospel of Jesus Christ.’ The enemy said, 
ae The Gospel is dead; we have killed it; 
| 
a voice from heaven said, ‘Behold!’ and it 
lives again ; it lives in the hearts and sym- 
| pathies, the affection, and the faith of men. 
N | regeneration of this great spiritual spring is 


message that we have to hold out to them is 
simply this, Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world,’ That 
Gospel of forgiveness is shown to be the great 
power of God in this land: so will it be in 
all lands.“ The Rev. George Cousins, mis- 
sionary from Madagascar, in seconding the 
resolution, gave a sketch of the history of the 
mission in Madagascar. In the course of his 
remarks he said: “ It is the natives themselves 
who do the work in Madagascar ; it is very 
rarely that the missionary goes first. The 
native is the pioneer, taking the Gospel in 
his own hand. The soldiers do it. Sent away 
on Government service, if they are Christians, 
they take their Testaments with them, and 
when they find themselves surrounded by 
heathen and Sunday comes round, they hold 


service in their own families, and the heathen 


join them. After a year or two, we get a 
letter at the capital saying there is a congre- 
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gation formed at such a place, and they want is i 


Bibles, hymn-books, spelling-books, and other 
things, and they want you to come and visit 
them, and that is the first we have heard of 
the church. In the same way slaves sent by 
their masters to mind the cattle in the wilder- 
ness follow the same plan, and originate new 
congregations in distant parts of the island. 
These are the things that have contributed to 
the wonderful success that has attended our 
mission in Madagascar. The heathenism of 
Madagascar was, thoroughly degraded and 
thoroughly bad, and a nation does not throw 
off the results of its heathenism all at once. 
When people conscientiously accept the New 
Testament as their guide, they can only act 
up to the light they possess, and the light they 


‘ 


should also demand from us some sympathy 
with the Malagassy Government in their diffi- 
culties.” The Rev. Dr. Wallace, of Glasgow, 
in supporting the resolution, referred to the 
awakening that has taken place in this coun- 
try, and in other countries in Europe, and 
said, “I have seen the fruits in every con- 
gregation that has received an awakening in an 
increased interest in the mission cause.” He 
mentioned some examples and Went on to say : 
“The revival of true religion—what is it? 
It is but a revival of true earnest prayer. 


When Lord Napier was presented some years 


ago with the freedom of the city of Edin- 


is the proof that A „ and 
thet th Thin wos only 
resolve Him into a 
make Him a great ö 
would rob us of the li 
has touched the heart 
we have no other hope. We are not going | 
forth to the heathen world simply because we 
feel we have a great mission in saving them 
from eternal destruction. That is one motive; 
but the motive which chiefly weighs with us 
who are going forth is because for them our 
Lord died; for them He kindled with the 
enthusiasm of humanity, because He would 
have us go forth in his spirit, breathe his in- 
fluence, manifest his Gospel; and the one 
utterly unknown in Madagascar. 
of the Government is just that of 
& despotic monarchy ; the people are in the 
hands of the Sovereign—they are her slaves; 
they call themselves so, and she treats them 
as such, For instance, if a man is high 
enough in position to attract the notice of the 
little 
vern- 
to be 
does 
berty 
only 
ut is that 
which they have learned of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ; the only liberty they possess 
n their church life and action. I think 
patience, and 
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century that Christians have set themselves 
heartily about it. We cannot expect to reap 
sheaves when our fathers remember 
and even some here, when we first 
“to sow. It is a great work. We in 
have been honoured by being 
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upon God in the prosecution of all spiritual — 
work: “I felt, as our Secretary delivered his 
report and as our Chairman made his opening 
speech, that the work is eo great, so vast, so 
awfal, that, if it were not for the fact that 
God is with us, we may as well give it up at 
once. Now, how often do we fail to look up 
in our work at home and abroad? We look 
behind, before, to the right hand, to the left, 
we look to self and to men, and we forget to 


who stands with us in the bows of the boat, 
who counsels us to cast the net on the right 


to contain it. Now, brethren, we are in for 


a fight, and in this campaign we mean to win; 
we are committed to it, and we are bound to 
win, because we are not going on a war in our 
own cause. Let Cromwell's cry be ours; that 
cry which rose upon many a hard-fought 
field, that cry which was thundered forth by 
the Ironsides again and again as they struck 
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19 
1 sending missionaries everywhere. I believe look right up. Is it not so with our minis- 
1 ‘ that this great work of evangelizing the world | try Would to God we learned the habit of 
| will be 2 thing that will have a reflex action | looking up constantly! We seem often, when 
1 upon us; that if we are to escape from that | our faith is too weak, to think too much of 
wave of scepticism, and that other wave of | selecting the text, composing the sermons, 
1 preaching them, holding the congregation to- 
gether, and comforting the souls of the people. 
| . What is the result! Why, the ministry be- 
comes an intolerable and crushing burden ; it 
| Py kille a man; he is carrying what God never 
| meant him to carry. If we could look up 
| and feel, ‘My God will give me the text, 
80 and help me to preach the sermons, and to 
The meeting was| keep the congregation together, we should 
r Smyth, Mr., not get up of a Sunday morning hot and 
. Hutcheon (from | anxious, to go up to the pulpit as a man go- 
. Simpeon, | ing to the scaffold, but would hail a Sanday 
morning as it comes round, and go with a 
light heart to God's work. That is what we 
i want to do in connection with this society. 
BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. Do not look too much to the secretaries; 
| ee | they work hard and right well. Do not look 
too much to the committee, or the subscrip- 
| tion-list, or the ministers, but look up to 
1 God, and He will give you the increase. We 
| are fishers for Jeeus—fishers of men. Do not 
| look too much at the boats, nor to the nets, nor 
society 8 year ut a/ to the stalwart arms of our brethren, or to our 
| debt, and with the confident assurance that it | own strength and skill, but look to His presence 
will be a prosperous one: 3,546 converts have 
nine new missionaries have consecrated them- | side of the ship; and as we realize His pre- 
selves to the work of the Lord in connection | sence and obey His voice, we shall lower the 
with the society. The. native churches in net where fishes abound, and the net will 
India are making full proof of their divine break; the machinery of our organization 
calling. Crowds throng round the missionary, | will burst because there is not room enough 
that they may hear the “good news.” 
8 Bible is being circulated by tens of thou- 
sands, In Ceylon, 103 services, attended by 
3,000 individuals, are held every week: 26 
persons have been baptized, and 49 others 
| are candidates for baptism. In addition to 
these, there are 81 inquirers. The fields 
are white already to the harvest. The 
: Chairman addressed the meeting on the so- nel into their horses Hanks and drew 
des work in India The Rev. E. G. their ewords from. their scabbards:. 
_ Gangee spoke on the reasons afforded for| Lord of Hosts is with us; and the God of 
ie thankfulness and hope by the present aspect Jacob is our be Rev. Dr. Mullens 
of missions. He thus enforced dependence | interested’ the meeting, by speaking, upon 
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Word of God; and it is wonderful how they 
find out these difficulties in the Word of God 
that trouble my brethren around me. ‘ Who 
is Melchizedek ? they will ask you. ‘Who 
was the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews /’ 
—a very knotty question with them; ‘Why 
does Christ call Himself the Son of God when 
He was the Son of David?’ and the like. 
The native teacher goes through his Bible iu 
the absence of the missionary, and writes his 
difficulties down, and the next time the mis- 
sionary comes he sits down beside him ia a 
quiet hour, brings out his bookfal of difficul- 
ties, pins his friend down, and says, ‘ Now, 
will you kindly explain to me all these diffi- 
vulties?’ We went down into a retired corner 
of Madagascar that had never seen a mis- 
sionary, except for one or two days, five years 


before our own visit, and we found there i 


thirty-one churches. We found Christian 
men, senior officers of the Government, all 
Christians, acting as pastors of the churches 
in the wieest and most efficient way. One of 
these governors came to have a talk with us. 
He said, * Kindly tell us what we are to do; 
kindly help us out of all our difficalties. 
Can't you get us one Englishman here? Can't 
you manage to get a Bible depot? Can't you 
send us a better supply of Christian litera- 
ture?’ Their wants are just our wants. We 
talked with them and worshipped with them, 
and it was wonderful to see how well they 


Malagasey, although I understood a good deal 
of it. The native pastor conducted the ser- | 
vice. They like to make a good thing of 
their service there, and, after an hours singing, 
they have a regular service. There are two 
or three readings, and two or three prayers, 
and always two sermons as good as they can 
get; and after the first sermon was over, that 


being only a kind of preliminary (and this 


catechiam; and to my astonishment and de- 
light, the entire congregation answered him. 
He never expected me, and what they an- 
swered exhibited their own knowledge. It 
was nota get-up at all—it was a real thing. 
The governor was just behind me, witu his 
wife, and all the aides-de-camp, all the 
taries of the local Government, and 
women and all the slaves were seated 


was held at Willis’s Rooms. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury presided. The annual report 
stated that the income of the society for 1874 
had been the largest ever received in one 
year. The greater portion was devoted to the 

of the Gospel in Asia The 
eociety provided wholly or in part for the 
support of 503 ordained missionaries, distri- 
buted as follows: Asia, 127; Africa, 98 ; 
Australia and the Pacific, 53; America and 
the West Indies, 224 ; Europe, I. Amongst 
this number were included 42 native clergy 
in India There were also about 828 catechists 
and lay teachers, mostly natives, in heathen 
countries, and about 141 students in colleyes 
abroad. The Archbishop having spoken on 
the encouragements to perseverance afforded 
by the progress in missionary effort, the © 
meeting was addressed by Mr. Gorst, Mr., 
on the native races in the South Pacitie, 
and more especially of New Zealand ; by. 
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end end tentifying to the | was the afterneen ; thoy hed hed thees sor- 
—— ee ee mons in the morning), the native pastor then 
Vande. observed, in mentioning what be | begua, with « little book in his hand, to ask 
bad himself seen: “ Heathen life has been so the whole congregation their catechiam. Now 
satarated with heatheniem that it is very this was not No. I; it was No. 2—the higher 
aifficalt to get the heatheniem out. There is | 
a constant struggle with all Christian mis- 
siondries and Christian native pastors to get 
the Hinduism and the Mohammedanism and 
heathenism out of the daily habits and life 
and thought of the people; but if an English- 
man is wise, and has clear and sharp eyes, 
and sound sense, it will wonderfully help his 
converts in getting rid of it. They will come 
to him with a thousand questions from the feet of their masters and mistress“ 
was the character of the Christian school- 
master who had the charge of teaching the 
congregation? Far away from Eng! 
intendents, without any hope 
faithfully that his entire congregation knew 
the whole of them. If we only had a thou- 
| sand pastors like that in India, it would soon 
tell upon the country at large.” The Rev. 
Wo. Brock. jun., answered some objections 
0 which are made to missions, The Rev. Dr. 
Cairns, of Berwick, called attention to the 
great responsibilities, with regard to the Church 
and the world, under which Christians now 
live, and appealed to them to awake to a 
| sense of the magnitude of the crisis and the 
portance of the present period. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
| The annual meeting of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parte 
| 
alone, when my two colleagues were up to | 
another congregation. I could not speak | 
3 | 


" 


— 
* 


year the issues from the home depot had been 


-domestic applicants for tracts, circulating 


Christians, and confined their teaching to fun- 


ol the latter; and there was, he said, a won- 
. derfal change. What had made it? What 


46,536,057—an increase of 1,733,597 upon 
that of the previous year. To this must be 
added 10,000,000, the annual issues in fo- 


ign depéts, including Europe, India, China, ligious 
anf _ Africa Since the formation. of the 


society there had been 1,595,000,000 pub- 
lications issued. The value of the grauts in 
publications was 8,045/, and the money 
grants 7,9181. There had been issued during 


the year 470 new publications, of which 167 | i 


were tracts, containing, with the reprinta, 
641,695,580 pages. The missionary expen-~ 
diture had amounted to 28,3281 It consisted 
of foreign money grants, foreign grants of 
paper and publications, grants to emigrants, to 


libraries, school libraries, colporteurs, etc. 
The amount of grants exceeded the mis- 
sionary receipts, excluding legacies, by 
5,0571, which had been supplied from the 
trade funds. The wholesale warehouses in 
Paternoster Row were erected with the jubilee 
funds. The retail departments in St. Paul’s 
Churchyard and Canon Alley had long been 
insufficient for the requirements of the trade. 
The committee had, therefore, resolved that 
they should be rebuilt. The money necessary 
for this object would be taken from the re- 
served trade funds exclusively. Dr. Davis 
gave an account of a case of conversion by the 
perusal of a tract entitled “ The Tongue.” The 


report concluded by stating that the committee | ing 


abstained, and required their official represen- 
tatives to abstain, from taking any public part 
in the controversies which divided i 


damental verities. The Chairman spoke of 
the value of tract distribution, and traced his 
own conversion to the instrumentality of a 
tract. The Rev. Dr. Halley contrasted the 
past and the present, greatly to the advantage 


made their gentry more like gentlemen and 


their common people more like Christians? 


The spread of religious education and the 
circulation of religious literature. These 


were two instruments which God had blessed 


as 
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The .Earl of . Shaftesbury, as President, 
filled the chair at the anniversary of the 
Church Pastoral-Aid Society, which was held 
at St.-James’s Hall. If the numerical at- 


any and. every allusion to Reformation prin- 
ciples and Reformation doctrines—and these 
were neither few, nor far between—abundantly 
evinced ‘the, warm sympathy entertained for 
this society bysall, who were present. The 
report stated that the existing grants were. 
clergymen; *604);: lays agents, 222 ; giving a 
total of 826. » Through the operations of the 
society, 825 additional public services on the 
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| ! the Rev. Dr. Maclear, on the gradual con- so greatly.’ He blessed God for what the 
19 version of Europe; by the Rev. Dr. Caldwell, 3 to do, 
i from Tinnevelly, on the languages of India for the religious 
in their relation to mission work ; and by 
‘a the Bishop of Mora x. 
The seventy-sixth annual meeting of the 
| Religious Tract Society was:held at Exeter 
Hall. The chair was taken by Mr. Stevenson 
A. Blackwood.’ Dr. G. H. Davia, the Secretary, 
read the rt, which stated that during the 
Churchman. He added that he felt bound to 
eay that the Tract Society had solved the pro- 
blem of supplying secular literature with a re- 
ble results of tract distribution. One 
| case was that of a young friend of his who was 
a most persistent tract distributor; he had a 
| , practice of folding up his tracts in the shape 
of little cocked hats, and giving them away 
n all directions. About nine months ago he 
| received a cheque for 500/. from a gentleman 
| of considerable means, who traced his con- 
| vemion to a tract thus folded, which had been 
| thrown into his carriage as he was driving 
past the Bank of England. The gentleman 
expressed an earnest desire to see the young 
man who had given the tract, and on an inter- 
1 view being brought about, rose up, caught him 
by his hand, and almost embraced him. That 
aged rich man was now giving away large 
sums of money for the advancement of the 
cause of Christ. The Rev. T. S. Wynkoop 
(from Allahabad) spoke of the work in 
India. He stated that some of the best 
Sanecrit scholars were Christians, and there 
were several who were better informed 
than the pundits in regard to native philo- 
sophy. The Christian community wes gene- 
rally educated, but that could not be said 
of any other portion of the population. The 
| Rev. Canon Titcomb also addressed the meet- : 
tendance was somewhat below the average. 
Lori's-day are now maintained, besides 554 
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services, 844 achool-r end to the other. Yes, 
tures. and 942 Bit and we must reap thé 
rants have led iship went on =e 
open mass of the 
and in districts of the Gospel. He 
y's aid, 311 ve frequently urged this 
| The population form and in other places, 
,000. hat is going on at this very 
who 5, and what is going on in 
of cities. Why, what are 
the soc i Sankey doing but acting 
imp< which I advocated—the 
of sett = working men? See what 
pon 
nop of 
to the 
ble 
ho offices in u 
the colleges, have e 
wisuans except in name.“ The 
Woodward, of St. Silas, Toxteth, spe 
spiritual condition of Liverpool, and 
melancholy pieture of the demoralized 
a population of nearly half-a-millior 
babitanta, of whom at least one-fifth 
emigranta, and chiefly Romanists. He 
however, how even in th 
degradation, ignorance, 
the criminal records di 
of good ; and that the 
not silenced even in 8 
there is still found to 
unto salvation. The & 
of Leeds, gavean account 
duced by the late Episcop 
still further evidenced ! 
the Gospel are welcome 
titudes who have, to a 
all public worship. 
eleven years of hard 
in Birmingham was g 
Burgess, who, like the 
bore witness to the 
received from the 
Society. The Rev. F 
Town, bore testimony 
by the aid of the soc 
The J> Griffith 
by the noble Chairman 
his remarks observed 
to the weighty words 
cester and’ Bristol. 
however encouraging 
theless the fever is al | 
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ö _—I name him, because I name bim with rest in the society and of substantial progress. 
7 honour—a short time ago said to me, ‘ The Respecting the colonial operations of the . 
; simplicity of that man's preaching, the clear ciety, nothing more clearly evidenced the need 
2 err ia which he sete forth salvation by | of its existence than the many applications 
| and the | for help brought before the attention of the 
| Christ, is to me the most striking 
| most delightfal thing I have ever known in | committee. As to Continental operations, the 
1 ie. withdrawal of Government aid from consular 
1 my life. The noble lord’s speech was ’ 
listened to with profound attention. from the of 
14 The fortieth annual meeting of the London | resulted applications having been made for 
19 ity Mission was held in Exeter Hall, under grants in aid from various chaplaincies. The 
City 
; the presidency of Mr. Joseph Hoare, the Bishop of Goulburn, in moving the sdoption 
in Treasurer. From the report it appeared that of the report, stated that in 1636 there was 
19 test year nearly 3,000,000 te had been | not e bishop in Australasia. Now thers were 
1 paid by the agents, 275 to the sick and the 13 bishops in America, 7 in the West Indies, 
N dying; 3,500,000 tracts distributed ; 1,900,000 17 in Australasia, and 9 missionary bishops. 
| 7 persons had attended cottage meetings and Sir Thomas Chambers, «.P., and other gentle- 
i: meetings in mission-rooms ; 7,000 Bibles dis- men also addressed the meeting. oar 
| ; tributed ; 200,000 persons spoken to in fac- There was a very crowded meeting ir 
| tories, many more in hospitals and work- | Exeter Hall at the anniversary of the Ragged 
ö , shops, amongst whom other 53,000 books School Union. The Earl of Shaftesbury pre- 
| had been lent. Among the results tabulated sided. The orchestra was occupied by upwards 
were 1,600 drunkards reclaimed, 1,600 new of 500 boys and girls, who sang very heartily 
| . communicants added to churches, and about various hymns and songs under the conduc- 
. 300 restored to fellowships from which they | torship of Mr. Proadman. Mr. J. G. Gent : 
1 had fallen. Nearly 8,000 persons had died, read the report, which stated that nearly 600 
| | all of whom had been seen and spoken to, as | prizes would be distributed by the Chairman 
1 well as prayed with, by the missionaries. Mr. to the boys and girls as a reward for stopping 
| C. E. Lewis, Mr., moved the adoption of the at least one year in one situation. A con- 
| report, which was seconded by the Rev. Dr. | siderable number had been in the same situa- 
1 Paterson. The Rev. Jackson Ray, the Rev.] tion two, three, or more ears. Daring the 
| H. E. Fox, and other gentlemen also addressed year 358 shoeblacks had earned 11,0001, and 
19 the meeting. since the Union begam the brigade had earned 
19 The forty-eighth annual meeting of the | 144,000/ The noble Chairman then delivered 
Protestant Reformation Society was held at the prizes to the teachers of the schools for 
Willis’s Rooms, which were filled by a large | their pupils, and the children were addressed 
and enthusiastic audience. The Earl of by the Rev. Gordon Calthrop. Speeches 
Cavan presided. Encouraging reports were | were delivered by the noble Chairman, Bishop 
stated to have been received from all the | Claughton, the Rev. J. Fleming, and the Kev. 
society's stations — Birk m. Cadman. 
Leamington, Leicester, Liverpool, and numer-| The seventy-first annual public meeting of 
: ous other places. To do its work effectually, | the Sunday-school Union was held, under the 
the society needs a far more extensive agency ; | presidency of Mr. Alderman M‘Arthur, Xr., 
it has at present not as many as fifty mis- in Exeter Hall, every part of which was 
sionaries, whereas it should have 500. The | crowded by the teachers of the connected 
speakers were the Rev. John Richardson, of | schools in the metropolis. The report of the 
| Camberwell, the Rev. Henry Thompeon, the last year’s operations showed that the Sunday- 
i Bishop of Ripon, the Rev. William Clement- school movement was progressing both in 
son, the Rev. C. J. Goodhart, and the Rev. England and abroad, and it was estimated that 
J. Dr. Cumming, who, in concluding, in an elo- | the number of teachers and scholars had more 
quent speech remarked that he had never | than doubled since the census of 1851. The 
E attended a better meeting in every respect Chairman said that as a Sunday-school super- 
| than the one he was then privileged to ad- | intendent of thirty years’ standing, he esteemed 
: dress. it a high privilege to meet so numerous ap 
7 The Colonial and Continental Church Society assembly and to be associated with such 3 
i met in St. James's Hall, the Marquis of Chol-| noble band of workers. The Reva J. G. 
g mondeley in the chair. The report stated that Rogers, F. Tucker, and W. Braden addressed 
1 there had been a considerable improvement | the meeting. | 
= in the income of the society derived from| Earl Russell presided at the sevantieth 
sign of greater inte- | anniversary of the British and Foregn School 
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1 RECEIPTS REPORTED AT THE RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES. 
1874 
axp Forutow Brace SOctery 4220,86 222, 
Puixctrat Misstoxary Socreries— 
Wesleyan Missionary Society 167,995 ...... 179,946 
issionary Society . 175,835 
1 — — 110,259 134,826 
18,371 
i Moravian Missions . ... .......... 11706 14727 
1 English Presbyterian Missions 676,027 
Cotoxtat, Jewrsn, Au oTHEn Misstoxs— 
Primitive Methodist Missions... W. 207 
; Society for Promoting Christianity “among the J Jews . 533 i 
Colonial and Continental Church Society , 28 
United Methodist Free Churches’ Missions............ 14,548 ..... ane 
British Society for the Jenn — 82 
oreign Aid Society 
Colonial Missionary Society 2,953 ...... 3,252 190, 122 
Home Misstoxs— 
Additional Curates Society 3,270 —— 
Church Pastoral-Aid Gociety y 368.98 66, 546 
Londom City Missionen. 40,6700 
Wesleyan Home Missions ....... — . 00 ͥ ...... 32. 
Bishop of London's 36,987 ...... 25,5 
Irish € Church Missions to the Roman Catholics ... .. 28,613 22,987 
Incorporated Church Building Society .................. 7.880 12,623 
8,0000 10,7 
Church of England Scripture Readers’ Association... 9.438 1 
Army Scripture Readers’ Societ̃ y 8,682. ...... 9,1 
Protestant Reformation Society... n 4.413 7,367 
British and Foreign Sailors’ Society ... 3 6,655 ...... *** 
British and Irish Baptist Home Missions — 5.1 
— Society (Congregational). 82 ous 
Royal Seri eaders’ Society 2,168 2 
Ee. Midnight Meeting d. Movement... ~ 1,916 
Re.iciovs Societres— 
| British and Foreign School Society ................ * 1 20,547 
Indi Female Normal School Society .................. 8,7 
. Christian Vernacular Education Society fur * 9.760 8.668 
4 Wesleyan Education Committee 7.878 8,654 
Home and Colonial School Society. 7,660 
| British Syrian School Association .............. ......... 5.578 5. 966 
Ragged School Union 3,805. ...... 3,789 
Sunday School Union 3,016 
67,023 
Society 137,705 144, 566 
i Church Association . 7.7 7,858 
@ Book Society 1 7,105 
1 4 Christian Association for Young Nomen SE 1.878 
| Church of England Sunday-school Institute 1,0677 1.391 
Lord’s-day Observance Societttyůh 934 1. 
£1.625,530 41,609,897 
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to the serious evil, either of m 


— 
these differences beyond the real dimensions of the worth yor pee wh 


belong to them. bong doing they put themselves into conflict with the o our Saviour's 

The on the palpable unanimity of His 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 

NEW MEMBERS. to s town (the name of which he mentioned), 


A meeting of Council was held on Wednes- 
day, May 5; Samuel Hanson, Esq., in the 
chair, After reading the Scriptures, prayer 
was offered by the Rev. Robert Johnston. 
The minutes of previous meeting were read 
and approved, The following new members 
were unanimously admitted :— 

John Clapham, Esq., Manchester. 

D. B. Armstrong, Eeq., Manchester. 

Henry Lee, Esq., Manchester. 

Moritz Meyerheim, Esq., Manchester. 

Alfred Crewdson, Esq., Manchester. 

Joseph Taylor, Esq., Havering. 

Rev. Theodore Percy, Brocklehurst, Leeds. 

William Brown, Esq., Dalkey, Dublin. 

Mr. Peter Gallagher, Bray. 

Mr. William Wilson, Bray 

The Misses Tighe, Bray. 

FINANCE. 

The cash statement and liabilities for the 
ten months of the year from July 1, 1874, 
to April 30, 1875, were presented, showing 
the receipts from various sources to have 
amounted to 1, 278“. L1s. 3d., the expenditure 
to 1,267“. 3s; balance of liabilities against 
the Alliancef 1 55“. Os. 2d. 

RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN TURKEY. 
The Séeretary read the following:— | 
A letter from the Rev. Robert W. Weakley, 

dated Smyrna, April 16, stating that, with a 
view to test the truth of the statement of the 
Turkish Government officially made to the 
British Ambassador some months since, that 
Mustapha aiid his family were at liberty to 
leave Smyrna, Mustapha had applied for per- 
mission, which was refused, as “ no order had 
been received from the Government in Con- 


stantinople relative to this case.” 
Another letter of later date (April 23) com- 
municated that, since the last Musta- 


pha had been sent for by the authorities and 
informed that he was now at liberty to leave 
Smyrna; the. order to that effect having just 
arrived „On bis in- 


Auiring whether he might return to his home 
in Mutasli, Governor replied that he 


might dt. On asking whether he could go 


Velayét (pashalic) of Maraph. 
Mustapha, my exile is not finished.” 
is not,” replied the Pasha. If the Governor 
of this province,” writes Mr. Weakley, “rightly 
apprehended his instructions in regard to this 
poor fellow, it is hard to exaggerate the piti- 
less cruelty and injustice with which he has 
been treated, or the insincerity which has 
been shown to the representative of Her Ma- 
jesty at the Porte.” , 

Communications were also read from the 
Rev. Joseph Beattie, dated Latakia, April 7, 
stating that there was no conscription being 
taken at the time, nor for a year after the 
Christian teachers were arrested at B’hamra, 
and that their enrolment into the army was 
an after-thought, and in consequence of their 
being Christians. Also, read a communication 
from Dr. Metheny, of Latakia, dated April 
13, forwarded by Mesers. Peoples Brothers, of 
Liverpool, supplying a condensed statement 
in regard to the whole case of persecution in 
his district. 

A letter was also read from the Rev. Wil- 
liam Wright, dated Damascus, April 21, 
stating that Selim Khalify, Yusef Jedid, Ibra- 
him Khalify, and Assad: Kanaan were, as a 
favour. granted to Mr. Green by Essad Pasha, 
serving in a mixed regiment at Beyrout; but 
they complained of having deficient clothing 
and not receiving any pay. 

The whole subject having been considered, 
it was moved by the Rev. Wm. Tyler, se- 
conded by Mr. Wharton, and resolved, “ That 
the Secretary be instructed to take such mea- 
sures as may be thought necessary to bring 
the transactions .of the Alliance and the 
correspondence of the British Government 
relative to these casés of persecution in Tur- 
key before.the public. That the Secretary, 
therefore, comtuunicate with members of 
both Houses of? with a view to 
getting & member in each House to move for 


— 
or ¢ mifyinz | 
een hours journey di rom are. 
this also was refased, because it was in the 
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ASSISTANT. SECRETARY. 
The Rev. C. de Boinville announced his 
desire to resign his office as Assistant-Secre- 
The Council having deliberated, ex- 


pressed their cordial esteem for Mr. de Boin- 


ville, and communicate! their earnest desire 
that he would postpone his decisiod, or that 
he would continue his services for a further 
period of three months. Mr. de Boinville 


not acceding to this proposal, it was resolved 


that his resignation be accepted. A resolution, 

moved by the Secretary, and seconded by Mr. 

Thomas Sercombe, was carried unanimously, 

that the Rev. C. de Boinville be appointed « 

member of the Council, which appointmen 

was accepted. | 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 

The Secretary read a letter from the Rev. 
Wm. Park, dated Belfast, April 22, stating 
that at a meeting of clergymen and laymen 
held the previous day, a large and influential 
committee had been appointed to make ar- 
rangements for the Conference of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance to be held in that city next 
October. 

PROVINCIAL VISITATION. 

The Secretary reported his visit to the pro- 
vinces; in Manchester a large and influ- 
ential meeting had been held at the house of 
Henry Lee, Esq., Sedgley Park, at which 
Lord Francis Conyngham, Satnuel Gur- 
ney, Eeq., Jabez Johnson, Esq., and Secretary, 
members of the recent deputation to Constan- 
tinople, attended. The addresses were lis- 
tened to with much interest, and a resolution 
was unanimously passed approving the steps 
taken by this Council, and assuring them of 
the support of Christians in Manchester in 
furthering the object desired. This resolution 
had been forwarded to the Earl of v. 

The Council desired the Secretary to con- 
vey their best thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Lee for 
their kind reception and hospitality on this 
occasion, and also to Lord Francis Conyngham 
and the members of the deputation for their 
presence and advocacy of the objects of the 
Alliance, and for the service rendered by 
them to religious liberty in Turkey. | 

Mr. Davis stated that he had proceeded to 
Dublin, and held a meeting, presided over by 
the Right Hon. William Brooke, M. C, at 
which a similar resolution was passed; also 
that a meeting was held in Belfast, at which 
the Mayor of Belfast and Charles Finlay, 
Esq., moved and seconded a resolution of 
like import. These resolutions had also 
been forwarded to Her Majesty’s Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, and the receipt of 
them had been acknowledged. 


* 


COMMUNICATION FROM DAMASCUS. 
April 21, 1875. 

My Dear Sir,—Your letter of March 22 
has just reached me, with a letter by 
Mr. Fowler. The letter of the 27th, with 
your reply to A Mahomedan,” I got on the 
17th, on my return from a three weeks tour, 
with a colporteur, in company with Dr. 
Thomson, through Bashan. I endorse your 
letter, and rejoice to see that you have got 
hold thoroughly of the facts; and you 
certainly have the power of making them 
tell. One result will follow from your 
labours, that Christian England will uever be 
dragged into another war for the Turks. I 
hope we shall yet gain our object and get the 
men released. ° 

I wrote to Mr. Beattie, of Latakia, asking 
him to forward to Constantinople all facts of 
importance touching the arrest, etc., of the 
converts. I have again written to him for 
the facts you wish to know about the schools 
of Jebeleh and the families of the converts. 
My information about what took place at 
Latakia was drawn from Mr. Beattie and the 
converts themselves. While they were at 
Damascus I was in constant relation with 
them, and it was then that I was forced into 
so prominent a position with regard to them. 
My information is nearly all in that doca- 
ment I wrote in Bey rout, and which was 
forwarded by the Beyrout Branch of the 
Evangelical Alliance. As to the men,— 


1. They were permitted to serve in a mixed 
regiment, a8 @ personal favour to Mr. Green, 
by Essad Pasha, our late Pasha. 

2. From a letter signed by Selim Khalify, 
Yusef Jedid, Ibrahim Khalify, and Assad 
Kanaan, written on the Ist of March, 1875, 
I translate a sentence. “ Firstly, our soldiers 
clothes are deficient, less than that of the 
other soldiers ; so that Assad has not received 
clothes or shirt up to the present time, and 
they have never given Ibrahim either hat or 
boots. In the second place, the soldiers get 
paid twice a month, but they never give us 
anything, and our soap, shaving, aud wash- 
ing cost us at least fifteen piastres per 
month.” 

On going off to the Hauran, I sent them a 
little money ; but as they knew I would be 
away, I have heard nothing from them. As 
soon as I get their reply you shall have it; 
1 believe they are at liberty to go to 


We tried to get à converted Bedamy out 
of the country to Egypt, a few weeks ago, but 
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be was stopped at Beyrout. He came back | say, “They were not registered.” They 


here. Last Sunday we subecribed at the 
afternoon service to get a converted Persian 
out of Syria. 

I start for England with my family, and 
expect to be in London about the end of 
May, and I shall be at your service; but I find 
vou have the case at your fingers’ ends. Mr. 
Green knows the whole case, and his reports 
and other papers connected with the case 
should be moved for. With profound grate- 
fulness for your exertions, 

I am, most truly yours, 
Watout. 


FROM THE REV. DR. METHENY, MISSIONARY AT 
LATAKIA, 


Latakia, April 13, 1875. 

I hope to give you herewith a full and 
condensed statement in regard to the whole 
case of persecution here, 

About twenty-one years ogo, the Rev. 
Samuel Lyde, AM., an English clergyman from 
London, opened a mission in the village of 
Bhamra’ He bad under his tuition and care 
a number of Ansairyeh children. About 
five years after he had established his mission 
school, his health having failed him, he gave 
over his property and school to the Americans, 
who had just shortly before arrived in Beyrout. 
The Rev. R. J. Dodds, p.v., and the Rev. 
Joseph Beattie, and their families, came to 
Latakia and took charge. Mr. Dodds de- 
parted to his heavenly rest; Mr. Beattie is 
still here at his poet. Hammud (deceased), 
Asead Kanaan, Selim Khalify, Yusef Jedid, 
and Davoud Muhloof were pupils in his school, 
and he ordered an annuity of 601. a- year to 
be paid -for their support. This continued 
till his admisistrater died. Ibrahim Khalify 
is brother of Selim. They have all been 
members of the Church for several yéars— 
four to eleven years, Their treatment by the 
Turkish Government has been irregular, ex- 
ceptional, unlawful, and persecuting. They 
are all converts from paganism, not from Mo- 
hammedanism, as the Turks represent. Selim, 
Davoud, and Yusef were teachers, and had 
been engaged for years in teaching, though 
Selim occasionally acted gs clerk in the civil 
affairs of his native people. These three 
were seized in Fhamra, in September, 1873. 
They had never been demanded by the Go- 
vernment, Their names were recorded as 


being Christians in the capitgl of their dis- 
trict. We have in our possession a copy of 
an order from the Government to allow them 
to pay their dues direct to the Government 
on this account; so it is folly for the Turks to 


were openly engeged for many consecutive 
years in teaching; they cannot, therefore, 
be said to be “renegades.” The rule is that 


When a conscription is to be made, the quota 


exemption. Those who are not exempted 
from draft, in case of drawing black, have be- 
fore them two alternatives: Ist, they may 
be freed by paying a fixed sum; or, 2nd, 


on the Governor in Bhamra. The Ge- 
vernor has nothing to do with the con- 
scription ; it belongs to a distinct, separate 
administrator, There was, in short, no draft, 
no notification to appear before the Court ot 
Conseription, nor was any conscription called 
for in that season at all. They were seized, 
sent to Damascus in irons, and questioned 
about their religion, asked to recant, etc., etc. 
The draft was an after-thought with the Go- 
vernment. Whether there were any blanks 
in the bag we do not know; but we know 
they all drew black. Though they were 
teachers, and therefore not subject to draft, 
this point was not regarded. 
have an opportunity to procure substitutes or 
pay exemption. The latter was hinted several 
months after. 

An order for their release was procured 
through the kindness of Her Britannic Ma- 
jesty's Foreign Secretary ; but before the order 
was executed there was a change in the English 
Ministry, and this news reaching Damascus, 
the order was su The brethren were 
aware of the order, and felt that, having been 
illegally seized, irregularly thrust into the army, 
and wrongfully detained after they were or- 
dered to be released, they were not guilty of 
any immorality in absconding. Yusef and 
Selim, therefore, departed at the instigation 
of their commander. They cannot, in any 
fairness, be called “deserters.” Davoud could 


not see it his duty to go; so he remained, and 


may present reasons for 


They did not 


1 males be registered. If their names were 
not found in the public registers, they are 
| not to blame for not being registered with the 
| sect whose religion they had never accepted. 
| ite, the number per centum—is announced. 
Though all are onrolled and required to draw, 
yet the proper proportion of blanks and 
black tickets are put in the conscription 
bag, and the drawing takes place—ist, in 
their own district; Lud, in presence of the 
and Selim were never demanded. There 
was no draft at the time. No person 
was taken but these three, though all the 
5 Protestants were requested to call 
/ \ ) 
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followed in regard to them as in the case 
the capture which occurred a year Davio Meraexy. 
| 


families.. (For detailed evidence respecting [Certified Copy of the Order above referred to. } 
To the Hon, Vice-Consulate of the United 


February last.) | States of America in Latakia. 


mascus. On their arrival they were made to from his Excellency the Wali, founded on an 
draw. In their case, as in the case of a year order from the Grand Vizier ; the substance 
before, the same illegal course was pursued. of its contents is the necessity of continual 
There was no draft till this winter, nor had care and perfect diligence to prevent the 
there been any before for several months. building and opening of schools by foreigners, 
Halil, who was under age, drew white, He | whoever they may be. 
was not a teacher. Founded upon this order, it is obligatory 
We have to complain that, out of fourteen to make known to you, according to this ex- 
~ Amsairyeh male converts, five are in the alted order before mentioned, so that you 
army, one has procured a substitute, another may use all care to prevent the doing of any 
was drawn black in his absence. All except such thing by any one under your consular 
four have been demanded. All that are in | jurisdiction in this place. And on the suppo- 
the army, except Ibrahim, are teachers. But sition that such a thing has occurred, you 
Ibrahim is Selim’s brother, and that makes will hasten to close and destroy any school 
his detention unlawful, two brothers not be- | opened by them. 
ing allowed to be in the army at once. We We request that you let it be known, and 
were hoping to attain an organization, a na- give us official notice that you have received 
tive church, and a native ministry. Should | this order and complied with its requisitions. 
the Government succeed in retaining these Dated 17 Shaban 91, 16 Sept., 90, 


men, it will be a precedent for like violence, (Sept. 28,1874) 5 © 
and they may even proceed to greater ex-| Sealed { App Ersranman NANA. 
tremes. May the good Lord deliver us from Signed | Kama Kam Latakia, 
evil! I hereby certify that the above is a true 


I send you a copy of a circular from the | and correct copy of the original presented to 
Turkish Government, ordering the closing of me by Dr. D. Metheny, Vice-Consul of the 
the schools. The circular was sent to the United States of America at Latakia. 


. English and American Consular Agencies. I N. Prraut, British Vice-Consul. 3 
1 send you a certified copy in Arabic, and a British Vice-Consulate, Latakia, 8 
translation (very literal), We also have in April 13, 1875. 


SOUTH LONDON SUB-DIVISION. 

The monthly meeting of the committee Present: Mr. Morris (in the chair); Revs. 
and friends of the South London Sub-division Dr. Fisher and D. Jones, B.a.;,Mr. Wilson; 
of the eee Alliance was held on Fri-| Mr. P. J. Turquand; Mr. E. Edwards, of 
day, the 14th of May, at the residence of W. | Calne; Rev. James Davis, Secretary of Parent 
Morris, Fag., Caversham House, Brixton Rise. | Society; Mr. Alderman II Arthur, M..; Mr. 
ff __* We have word from Mr. Herrick, ot Constantinople, that Davoud was sent to Beyrout ; m 
| | that be has not arrived at Beyrout, though having had ample time, We ase ps painfully apprebensive that 


he has been foully dealt with, and shall continue to feel we hear from him. * 


7 
3 


| 
1 
ij 
| 
| — II N 1880 ed, 7 H, 11 ym the 
along with Assad, Halil, and Ibrahim, to Da- Mutesserif, annexed to a copy of an order 
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Alexander M‘Arthur, Mur.; Mr. W. M Smith; 
Mr. W. W. Pocock; Mr. W. Payne, Hon. 
Sec.; Mr. Lindsey; Mr. Corbett; Mr. A. M. 
Smith, jun.; Mr. Hadley, jun.: Dr. Johnston, 
Medical Missionary from Upper Egypt; 
Pastor Harutune, from Aintab, in Asia Minor; 
and others. 

The Scriptures were read and prayer offered 
by the Rev. E. Edwards, of Calne. 

The recent death of Mr. J. F. Bennett, of 
Tulse Hill, one of the oldest members of the 


committee, was announced, when it wa: moved | 
by Mr. Alderman M' Arthur, u. r., seconded | 


by Mr. Alexander M‘Arthar, u. r., and resolved 
unanimously, “ That this committee receives 
with deep regret the intelligence of the death 
of their esteemed and respected friend, Mr. 
John Fletcher Bennett, who for so many 
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for the whole year; and the attendance at 
the Sabbath-school was 733. The number 
of papils in the different day-echools was 
1,187; of this number 12 were theological 
students, 8 of whom were licensed to preach 
the Gospel in April last, and 105 were 
students in the Osiout College. The native 
members of the different churches contributed 
for mission work during 1874 the respectable 
sum of $3,106 (60). There were 10,176 
books—principally Scriptares—sold from the 
mission book-shops and by colportage last 
year. This “good seed” was thus scattered 
broadcast all over the land of Egypt, and, it 
is believed, will bring forth much fruit in 
the fature There are now six organized 
native congregations, one of which has its 
own native pastor, and all have their own 


years has been associated with the South native office-bearers. Nearly all of these 


London Branch of the E lical Alliance. 
Our 


in this time of sorrow and of trial. 

Rev. J. Davis presented a communica- 
tion from the Rev. Anton Tien, son of the 
present Patriarch of the Maronite Church of 
Syria, who had come out of that Church and 


interest in religious liberty in Turkey, ex- 
pressing his regret that he was unavoidably 
prevented from being present. Mr. Davis 

introduced Dr. David Johnston, Medical 


then 
Missionary and Principal of the Osiout Col- 
per 


in this country. 
account 
of the mission he ted as follows 


represen 

The mission of the United Presbyterian 

first in Cairo in 1855, and in Alexandria in 
1857, It was not until 1865 that the next 
station —Osiout—was opened. At the close 
of 1874, 17 stations were occupied. The 
work in these numerous stations is carried on 


cants at the close of 1874 was 596. The 
increase for that year by profession of faith 


and admission to membership in the churches 


was 104. The average attendance upon the 


Sabbath services at all the stations was 986 


congregations are prepared to call and sustain 
their own pastors, as they number from 56 to 
105 members, The mission is from year to 


under the immediate care and control of the 


missionary in charge of the College, and could 
be more efficiently trained than day pupils. 


They were gathered from nearly all the 


the College in Osiout. At present the greatest 
difficulty that the mission has to contend with: 
is the numerous and petty obstacles thrown 
in the way by the Government to 


the building of churches, especially in Upper 
Egypt, where the success.and consequent need 


: | for churches has been greatest. In one place 


—Moteah, near Osiout, where there are 82 
church members and a Protestant community 
of about 500—the brethren have been peti- 
‘tioning the Government, for about three 
years, for permission te build a place of 
worship, and have uséd all the means in 
their power to influence the authorities to 
grant their desire, but without succ 8. Three 
lots in different parts of the town are in their 


possession, and bricks and other building 


materials prepared, but they are not per- 
mitted to use them in building a church on 
any of these lots. In another place—Koo*, 
about fifteen miles below ancient Thebe>, 
where there are 56 members and about 300 
Protestantse—the auswer to a petition to be 


= 1 
| 
— 
hearted charity, and, through the grace of the year turning its attention and strength more 
Lord Jesus, seemed to mature and ripen as and more to the education and training of 
he advanced in life. They offer to Mrs. native preachers and teachers. The Theo- 
Bennett and her family their sincere sym- logical Seminary and the College at Osiout 
pathy, and trust that much of divine succour are both doing good service in this direction. 
and sustaining grace may be afforded to them Of the 105 pupils in the latter, 76 were 
boarders in the institution, and were thus 
DDr 
| 
become a Protestant, and who takes a deep | : 
schools in all the mission stations, and from 
| 
| 
| 
| 
by 10 maleand 7 female foreign missionaries, | 
2 ordained and 9 licensed native preachers, | 
and 54 evangelists and male and female : 
— 


allowed to worship im the school-houre until | 
they could obtain permisuon to build a church. 


was that no three Protestants would be allowed | good 


to meet anywhere in that town for public wor- 
ship The mission colporteur was driver away 
from the place by the Government officer, 
and was not permitted to go into his own | 
hired house to obtain books left there. These 
things cccurred about a year ago, and bave 
Leen brought to the attention of the Khedive. 

Pastor Haretene, a native of Aintah, 
in Syria, who was reterning from America, 
where he had completed his theological 
course, stated that he felt at home im this 
meeting of the Evangelical Alliance. He was 
about te preach the Gospel in his own land to the 
people dwelling between Haran and Antioch, 
not far from the Euphrates. Haren was a 
wilderness. At Ur there were 35,000 ia 


| haletants—Armenians, Jews, and Protestants 


Conversions were few, bat the work was deep, 
the faith mamife-ted being like that of Ab 
ham. In Armenia there were 25,000 Pro- 
testamta, 400 ordammed pastors, and 200 public 
schoola. The whole population is about 
6,000,000, many of these of the Caucasian 
race. The propertion who could read of the 
whole population was about 10 per cent.; but 
of the 25,000 Protestants 90 per cent. could 
read. All were sent to school, and converts, 
if old, were taucht te read in might-schools ; the 
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deputation te Turkey, said that, although it 
hed not done all that could be wished, some 
results had followed. The mission had 
shown to the Turkish Government that Chris- 
tiams throughout Europe and elsewhere took 
a lively interest in the welfare of the Chris- 
tian subjects of the Porte, and that religious 


and had expressed himself favourable to the 
release of the Ansairyeh converts. Mr. Davis 
alev announced that the next annual Confer- 
ence of this Alliance would be held in Belfast 


im October, and that a cordial invitation was 


given by Christians of all denominations in 
that town to members of the Alliance and the 
friends of Christian union generally to be 
present, and take part in the proceedings. 
Hospitality would be afforded to visitors. 

The Rev. Wm. Wilson, Wesleyan minister, 
referring to the annexation of Fiji, said he re- 
jeiced in the religious work there. Nothing 
seemed s0 i as the conversion of the 
rade and painted cannibals of Fiji; but they 
had produced remarkable instances of pa- 
taence and power. 

The Rev. D. Jones, B. ., spoke of the work 
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7 
| persecution could not be carried on in Turkey 
| secretly and without attention being called to 
it among Christians of other lands, The 
| Governor of Latakia, whose fanaticiam and 
| hostility to Christians had led to the sei- 
| gure of the teachers in the schools at 
ö Grand Vizier had also been dismissed, and 
| im his place Essad Pasha, an enlightened 
| and liberal mam, had been appointed. The 
| . latter was until recently Governor of Syria, 
| 
| 
; females also were taught. Mohammedans per- 
| secuted Christians even mow, under the 
Koran 
after the Crimean war; bat they looked to 
Russia and England for help, and the English 
people could do much for them. He con- of God in : ; 
cu led by singin a rative Armenian hymna. The meeting was closed by singing the 
The Rev.James Davis, referring to the recent | Doxology. ! 
SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED SINCE APRIL 22, 1875. 
JAMES Secretary. ’ 
Alliance Home, 7, Adam Street, Adelphi. | \ 1 
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